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Dear Neighbour:

On behalf of myself, my family and my staff, please accept my sincere best wishes  
for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year and Holidays.

In looking back over this past year, perhaps the most important actions taken by 
Council have been those directed towards getting the City’s financial house in 
order. As a member of the Budget Committee, we’ve had to make some tough but 
necessary decisions to control government spending. For example, I supported 
the elimination of the $60 Personal Vehicle Tax, resulting in $64 million savings for 
taxpayers. The reduction to Councillor’s office budgets saved another $899,000 and 
the contracting out of curbside garbage pickup west of Yonge Street is estimated to 
save a further $11.1 million annually. At the time of writing this report, the Budget 
Committee has begun to review the staff (administration) proposed 2012 budget.

In 2010, I campaigned on strategically removing financial waste, reducing staff 
through attrition and finding efficiencies.  Some of the proposed budget reductions 
go beyond that. In two days of deputations, many impacted residents came to tell 
their stories and spoke strongly against the cuts. Many reminded us that in 2010, 
then-candidate Ford guaranteed no service cuts as Mayor. In the streets and in our 
malls, I am listening to our Ward 41 residents and their opinions vary greatly. Some 
whole-heartedly support any measures proposed by the Mayor’s office, while others 
completely oppose any proposed measures.

On the proposed budget, here are some notable quotes:

- “I brought up my 2 kids, so why am I paying to feed someone else’s kid in the 
school healthy snack program?  Shouldn’t the parents be responsible?”

- “The $64 million rescinded PVT would have saved all these cuts and extra fees.”

- “Other GTA municipalities charge charities and non-profits garbage fees, so 
Toronto should also charge.”  Garbage fees will be phased in over 4 years for 
charities.

-  “Since Taxes were frozen last year, I’m willing to pay a little more this year.”

- “Don’t cut my library hours.  Cut or close somewhere else.”

Good thing I do have a social conscience and a sense of fairness. The proposed 
budget uses $83M (of the $88M 2010 unexpected surplus) from the tax stabalization 
fund, but does not include an estimated $139M surplus from this year (see Budget 
Highlights on page 3). You can have your say on the budget by attending a special 
night meeting of Scarborough Community Council on January 10 at 7:30 p.m.at 
Scarborough Civic Centre, 150 Borough Drive. To view the agenda for this meeting 
visit: www.toronto.ca/legdocs/agendas.htm. To register to speak at this meeting 
contact the Clerk’s office at 416 396 7088 or via email at scc@toronto.ca (please 
indicate which agenda item you wish to comment on).

Finally, some good news. Numbers released by the Toronto Police show the crime 
rate in Toronto continues to drop. Our north Scarborough Community in particular has 
seen noticeable decreases in all major crimes and continues to be one of the safest 
areas to live in Toronto (see table on page 8). As a member of the Toronto Police 
Services Board, I am committed to seeing this trend continue by ensuring the Police 
are properly funded and adequately staffed. Education, prevention and community 
engagement are keys to reducing crime.  Police senior level staff has been reduced by 
10% in a re-structure. Chief Blair is also conducting an internal review for savings.

If you have any questions or comments about any of the articles in this newsletter, 
or if I can be of any assistance with any municipal issue, big or small, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. My staff and I look forward to serving you.

Yours sincerely,

Councillor Chin Lee 
Ward 41 – Scarborough Rouge River

Seasons’ Greetings to You and Yours.Seasons’ Greetings to You and Yours.

Upcoming Events:
December 31, 2011
(Saturday) 7 PM onwards
2012 New Year celebrations
Scarborough Civic Centre ,  
150 Borough Drive

January 10, 2012 
(Tuesday) 7:30 PM
Scarborough Community Budget Meeting
Scarborough Council Chamber,  
150 Borough Drive

January 15, 2012 
(Sunday) 12:30 – 2 PM
Scarborough Council New Year Levee
Scarborough Civic Centre,  
150 Borough Drive

For more information, visit  
www.toronto.ca/events/

E-Mail Updates
Interested in receiving timely 
updates on City issues? Why not join 
Councillor Lee’s monthly E-news 
Report. To join, send an email to 
councillor_lee@toronto.ca indicating 
your wish to receive the E-News 
Report and include your name, address, 
postal code and phone number.

Contact
Councillor Chin Lee

Toronto City Hall
100 Queen Street West Suite A10

Toronto, Ont. M5H 2N2

Call: 416-392-1375

Fax: 416-392-7433

Email: councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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Downspout Disconnection:
Toronto City Council has approved a bylaw making it mandatory for property 
owners to disconnect their downspouts. Disconnecting downspouts from the 
sewer system can reduce the risk of basement flooding and the release of polluted 
rainwater into our local waterways. The requirement to disconnect downspouts is 
being phased in over several years. In Ward 41, downspouts must be disconnected 
by the end of 2016. Please note, that if disconnecting your downspout would cause 
a hazardous condition (i.e. would flood your property or your neighbour’s) or is 
not technically feasible, you may be eligible for an exemption from the by-law. 
For more information call 311 or go online at: www.toronto.ca/water/protecting_
quality/downspout.htm

Snow Clearing
Keeping our streets safe and drivable is the 
goal of the City’s snow clearing program. 
Despite some rumours that snow clearing 
services will be cut back, the City will 
continue to clear residential streets, and 
windrows, after an accumulation of 8 cms., 
but only after the snow has stopped. It 
can take up to 14-16 hours after a snowfall 
to clear all local streets. I would remind 
everyone that the number one cause of a 
poorly plowed street is due to vehicles parked 
on the road. Be a good neighbour and move 
your car off the road following a snow fall. 
Also never push snow from your property 
onto the road – not only does it slow down 
plowing operations, it is also a hazard to 
drivers (and is punishable by a fine of $360). 
Council will be debating eliminating 
mechanical snow clearing for sidewalks abutting 
residential streets (sidewalks along major roads 
and bus stops would continue to be cleared). 
Cutting residential sidewalk snow clearing would 
save the City $928,000 in 2012. Many residents 
already clear their own sidewalks long before the 
City plow arrives and complain the plows mess 
up their work and damage lawns and private 
property (which the City has to pay to repair). If 
this service were to be cut, eligible seniors could 
receive grants to help defer the cost of hiring 
snow clearing contractors.

Resources for Ward 41 Tenants:
Approximately 18 percent of residents in Ward 41 are renters, and live in either 
high rise units or private homes. Regardless of the type of dwelling you rent, you 
are still entitled to live in a clean and safe environment.

City of Toronto MLS (Municipal Licensing and Standards) is responsible for 
ensuring proper heating in apartments, clean and safe conditions, and building is in 
a state of good repair. For information on requesting maintenance visit:  
www.toronto.ca/apartmentstandards/home.htm

Provincial Landlord and Tenant Board: (416) 645-8080
The Landlord and Tenant Board administers the Residential Tenancies Act, 2006. 
This law sets out the rights and responsibilities of landlords and tenants who rent 
residential properties  
www.ltb.gov.on.ca/en/

Housing Connections: (416) 981-6111 Housing Connections is a subsidiary of 
Toronto Community Housing Corporation and provides a one-stop housing solution 
for people looking for affordable housing in Toronto www.housingconnections.ca

Federation of Metro Tenants: 416-921-9494
The FMTA is a non-profit organization that advocates for tenants’ rights. They also 
provide practical advice on landlord and tenant issues  
www.torontotenants.org

Move Over for Emergency Vehicles:
Emergency Vehicle Approaching You From Behind: 
If a police, fire or ambulance vehicle with sirens on is approaching your vehicle 
from behind, you are required by law to signal and move as close as possible to 
the right side of the road (if on a one way street you can pull over to either side). 
Failure to move over can result in a $2,000 fine and the loss of 3 demerit points.

Approaching a Stopped Emergency Vehicle From Behind: 
Ontario’s Highway Traffic Act requires motorists when approaching an emergency 
vehicle stopped with it’s red lights flashing to slow down and pass with caution. 
If the road has two or more lanes the motorist must move over into another lane, 
if it can be done safely. Failure to slow down and move over into another lane 
could result in a $2,000 Fine and the loss of 3 demerit points. Improperly passing 
a stopped emergency vehicle puts you and emergency personnel at risk of a 
serious accident.

Automated Community Police Alerts:
TPSlinks is a community automated notification system that delivers vital information 
to residents and business owners within the city of Toronto about local crimes, road 
closures, threats to school safety and much more. Messages will be sent through your 
choice(s) of: email, voice and text messaging. To receive this service you can register 
online at https://webapp1.torontopolice.on.ca/tpslinks/ or contact Councillor Lee for 
a registration form.

Telecommunications Towers:
Across Toronto hundreds of Telecommunications towers provide wireless service to cell phones, computers and other electronic 
devices. The installation of these towers is closely regulated by the federal government, through the Industry Canada ministry.

Any time a telecommunications company (Telus, Rogers, Bell, etc.) wants to install a telecommunications tower of 15 metres or more, 
the City of Toronto is notified and is invited to make comments to Industry Canada. At present, when the City is notified, we advise 
Industry Canada that we prefer towers be installed at least 120 metres away from Neighbourhood type properties (i.e. residential 
homes) and that the radio frequencies emitted from any towers be 100 times less than the standard set by Health Canada. Although 
the Federal Government says radio waves from cell towers are safe, the City of Toronto feels that the medical data on this issue is not 
100% definitive and therefore reasonable measures should be taken to limit exposure. 

Recently, due to changing cell phone technology, many companies are now building shorter towers, under 15 metres. The change to 
shorter towers, means that the City and the public are no longer required to be notified before installation of a new tower.

To ensure the City and the public remains involved in decisions involving telecommunications towers, regardless of size, I moved 
motions at the Planning and Growth Management Committee and the Toronto Board of Health. My motions asked for a review of 
current City policies on telecommunications towers to ensure they are up to date with the changing technology.

Safe Snow Clearing
Every year people are injured or die while 
clearing snow. By following a few simple 
rules you can keep yourself and your 
driveway in good condition this winter:

1. Check With Your Doctor: Clearing snow can 
put a tremendous amount of strain on your 
heart and muscles.

2. Warm Up First: Do some stretching or walk 
in place for a few minutes before shovelling.

3. Take Your Time: Start slow and continue 
at a slow pace (Suggestion: shovel for 5-7 
minutes and rest for 2-3 minutes).

4. Shovel early and often: New snow is much 
lighter than heavily packed snow. When 
snow is deep, shovel small amounts (1-2 
inches) at a time.

5. Save Your Back: Always try to push snow 
rather than lifting it. If you do need to lift, bend 
from your knees not your back.

6. Listen to Your Body: Stop shovelling and call 
911 if you have shortness of breath or feel faint.

Note: Be a good neighbour. If you have neighbours 
who are elderly or physically disabled, I am sure 
they will appreciate any help you can provide.



Toronto by the Numbers:
• Chief of Police salary: $309,491 
• CEO, Toronto Zoo salary: $302,224 
• City Clerk’s salary: $212,152  
• Install traffic light: $200,000 
• Mayor’s salary $167,770 
• Install Crosswalk across main road: $150,000 
• City Councillor’s salary: $99, 619 
• Toronto Police (first class) salary $81,046 
• Traffic study: $12,000 
• Fire fighter’s protective suit: $1250 
• Install 1 stop sign: $300 
• Repair 1 pot hole: $25

Selected Ward 41 Traffic Studies
Requested Traffic Study Summary Staff recommendation 

All-way stop at Goldhawk 
Trl. Alton Towers Cir (south 
intersection)

No collisions at this location 
in past 5 years, most vehicles 
obeying speed limits

Not approved

Move PXO traffic signals 
to north driveway of C.D. 
Farquharson P.S. (1965 
Brimley Rd.)

Low collision hazard, 
minimal existing delay to 
cross traffic

Not approved

Left-turn advance green 
from westbound Steeles 
Ave to southbound 
McCowan Rd

Minor delays for left 
turn traffic currently. If 
implemented, Level of 
Service (LOS) for through 
eastbound traffic will drop 
from a “C” to an “F” (F 
being a flow breakdown)

Not approved

Left-turn advance green 
from northbound Brimley 
Rd. to westbound McNicoll 
Ave (morning rush hour only)

Heavy southbound traffic 
provides very few gaps for 
left turning vehicles 

Approved

Parking Offences 
Requiring No Signage
Toronto has dozens of parking by-laws. Parking 
by-laws that tend to apply city-wide are not 
required to be posted and are the responsibility of 
the vehicle owner to know. The following is a list of 
some of the common parking by-laws that do not 
require signs to be posted in order to be enforced:

Offence Fine

Park longer than 3 hours $15

Park more than 30 cms. from curb $15

Park vehicle for sale $15

Park on boulevard (i.e. park between 
sidewalk and curb)

$30

Obstructing a driveway $40

Park so as to block sidewalk $60

Park within 9 metres of intersection $60

Park within 3 metres of fire hydrant $100

Toronto Councillor Chin Lee • Ward 41
Highlights of Proposed 2012  
Operating and Capital Budgets
Currently, the City’s Budget Committee is in the process of reviewing 
the 2012 Operating and Capital Budgets. Final approval of the budgets 
will take place at the meeting of Council on January 17-19, 2012. 

Operating Budget: Funds the day to day costs of delivering municipal 
programs and services. Examples of operating costs include staff 
salaries, gas for city vehicles, hydro for city facilities, etc. Some 
highlights of the 2012 Operating Budget include:

Transit: Fare increase of 1O cents. Reduce frequency on 62 routes. 
Staff lay-offs.

Libraries: No library closures, but some reductions to hours of 
operation at 56 branches, including Goldhawk and Woodside. Lay-offs.

Environment: Programs to combat Emerald Ash Borer tree 
infestations. Eliminate some programs.

Garbage Rates: No increase to garbage collection fees. Phase-in of 
garbage fees for charities and non-profit organizations.

Emergency Services (Police, Fire, EMS): Hiring freeze.

Others: Reduce funding of school nutrition programs. Closing of 3 shelters. 10% 
reduction of Arts, Community Partnership, Women Health Centre funding.

City staff: Total reduction of 2,300 staff positions.

Capital Budget:

Funds asset purchases and large scale investments such as water 
main replacement, purchase of vehicles and equipment, road and 
bridge repairs. Some highlights of the 2012 Capital Budget include:

Purchase new subway cars to increase capacity by 9% (+$303.6 million).

Purchase 213 replacement TTC buses (+$194.5 million) by 2016. TTC 
looking at articulated buses as option.

Avoid buying 108 TTC buses due to 62 route reductions and building 
related facilities (-$93 million).

Replace breathing apparatus, fire suits and radios for fire fighters 
(+$19 million).

New fire station in Scarborough to improve response times (+$4.8 million).

Construction of library at Scarborough Civic Centre (+$8 million) and 
another in downtown area

For more information about the City’s Operating and Capital Budgets 
visit: www.toronto.ca/budget2012 . To have your say on the budget, 
attend the Special Scarborough Community Council meeting on 
January 10 at 7:30 p.m., Scarborough Civic Centre, 150 Borough Dr.

More Hydro Investment  
in Ward 41 
In our area, some of the electrical infrastructure (cables, 
transformers, etc.) are reaching the end of their useful lifespan. 
In the past, older equipment has been partly responsible for 
occasional blackouts and brownouts. Over the last 3 years, 
Toronto Hydro upgraded infrastructure in the Port Royal Trail 
and Goldhawk communities, and in the Baylawn Drive area. 
Beginning in 2012, Toronto Hydro will be doing more work to 
improve the reliability of electrical service in our community. 
Due to these upgrades, there will be power interruptions which 
are necessary to switch from the old to the new equipment.

Project Igleton Phase I

From early January 2012 to approx. December 2012, Toronto hydro 
will be rebuilding the underground electrical system to include the 
boundaries of Seamist Crescent (N), Ketchum Place (E), Saintsbury 
Square (S) and McCowan Road (W) for the following streets:

q Alton Towers Circle  q Fieldwood Drive

q Saintsbury Square  q Whistling Hills Drive

q Whiteleaf Crescent  q Hillfarm Drive

q Ingleton Boulevard  q Seamist crescent

For more information about Toronto Hydro upgrades in our 
community and across the city, visit www.poweruptoronto.ca 

Richmond Park Community (Project Revlis Part 3)
Beginning March 2012, Toront Hydro improvement work 
will begin on the following streets:

q Bethany Leigh Drive  q Wessex Place

q Path Hill Place   q Whitley Castle Crescent

q Silbury Drive

Middlefield/McNicoll Area (Project McNicoll / Maybrook) 
From July 2012 to approx. January 2013, Toronto Hydro will 
be upgrading infrastructure on the following streets: 

q McNicoll Avenue   q Middlefield Road

q Dynamic Drive   q Maybrook Drive

Councillor Chin Lee 416-392-1375 • councillor_lee@toronto.ca 3

Driving in School Zones – CAUTION
When driving in front of schools and where children are, please be extra 
cautious and be courteous. These are OUR children.  Anyone witnessing 
aggressive and dangerous driving around school zones can note the 
license plate number and report it to Toronto Police at  416-808-2222.
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Councillor   Chin  Lee
100 Queen Street West, Suite A10, Toronto, Ontario  M5H 2N2 

(416) 392-1375   : (416) 392-7433   councillor_lee@toronto.ca 

GO

2012 Sheppard Reidmount Ave, Agincourt Ave, 
Lamont Ave Sheppard Agincourt  GO Sheppard 4091/4101

Sheppard GO

416-397-8696
sheppardtransit@ttc.ca 
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Goldhawk Trl. Alton Towers Cir

Brimley 1965 C.D. Farquharson P.S. (1965 Brimley 
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Brimley McNicoll Ave

 

TPSlinks

:  
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41

Port Royal Trail, Goldhawk Baylwan
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Project Ingleton Phase I 

由 2012 年 1 月至 2013 年年尾, 多倫多電力局會更新以下街道的電力

供應設備: 

Alton Towers Circle Fieldwood Drive 
Saintsbury Square Whistling Hills Drive 
Whiteleaf Crescent Hillfarm Drive 
Ingleton Boulevard Seamist Crescent 

Richmond Park (Project Revlis Part 3) 

2012 3
Bethany Leigh Drive Wessex Place 
Path Hill Place Whitley Castle Crescent 
Silbury Drive  

Middlefield/McNicoll 地區 (Project McNicoll/Maybrook) 

由 2012 年 7 月至 2013 年 1 月, 多倫多電力局會更新以下街道的電力

供應設備: 

McNicoll Avenue Middlefield Road 
Dynamic Drive Maybrook Drive 

www.poweruptoronto.ca 

2012
8 16 19 2012

2,500 28
368 113 281 21

1,000
416-397-5349

www.2012ontariosummergames.ca

100
(Winterlicious)

2012 1 27 2 9
$15 $25 $25

$45 www.toronto.ca/special_events/ 
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電話：(416) 392-1375  傳真 : (416) 392-7433  電郵： councillor_lee@toronto.ca  6 6
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City Council Highlights
Outsourcing Garbage Collection for West Toronto 
By a vote of 26-16, City Council approved a plan to outsource 
garbage collection for all 165,000 homes west of Yonge Street 
to the Etobicoke border (Etobicoke has already had privatized 
garbage collection in place for a number of years). The contract 
for garbage collection was put up for bids to the private sector. 
The lowest and winning bid of $186 .4 million over 7 years was 
submitted by Green For Live (GFL) Environmental Corporation. 
The winning bid is expected to save taxpayers $78 million over 
the life of the contract. Private collection is expected to start in 
this area by mid 2012. Outsource garbage collection for the rest 
of Toronto will be considered by Council at a later date.

Councillor Lee voted to outsource garbage collection.

Banning of Shark Fins 
By a vote of 38-4 Council moved to ban the possession, sale, 
trade and distribution of shark fins or their derivative products 
and also requested the federal government consider an 
importation simlar ban across Canada. The City’s ban comes into 
effect September 1, 2012 to give anyone in possession of these 
products time to use them up. Fines for illegally possessing 
shark fins after the deadline can go as high as $100,000. The 
shark fin ban by Toronto follows similar bans in Mississauga, 
Brantford and Oakville as well as in the U.S. states of California, 
Oregon and Hawaii.

Find out more about the importance of sharks to our 
environment visit: 
www.wwf.sg/take_action/sustainable_seafood/say_our_sharks/ 
www.sharkwater.com/education.htm

Councillor Lee voted in favour of the shark fin ban.

Bikes on Sidewalks Strategy 
City Council has asked the Chief of Police to develop a strategy 
for enforcing city by-laws restricting cycling on city sidewalks 
and to review current ticketing procedures. Currently, children’s 

bicycles are permitted on city sidewalks, adult cyclists are 
required to use the road. The Chief was also asked to look into 
enforcement efforts against motorists who illegally stop or park 
in designated bike lanes.

Councillor Lee voted in favour of strategies to keep sidewalks 
safe for pedestrians.

Regulating sale of dogs and cats in Toronto 
Council voted unanimously to make it a requirement that Toronto 
pet stores obtain their animals from municipal animal shelters, 
registered humane societies, registered shelters or rescue 
groups, or people who have surrendered their pets at no charge. 
The goal of the by-law is to combat the inhumane practice of 
animals, bred in puppy and kitten mills, where animals are kept 
in unsanitary and cramped enclosures. You can also adopt a 
healthy pet from a Toronto animal shelter by checking online at: 
www.toronto.ca/animal_services/pet_adoption.htm

Councillor Lee voted to protect dogs and cats by closely 
regulating their sale in Toronto.

Competitive kite flying in parks 
Council voted to prohibit, from City parks, any kites with strings 
made of hazardous materials, and to prohibit competitive 
kite flying in parks that have significant bird activity. Council 
also agreed to encourage the federal government to ban the 
importation of dangerous kite string that is chemically treated 
or contains glass fragments. The City will allow competitive kite 
flying activities that are arranged through the Parks, Forestry and 
Recreation permit process.

Council Lee voted for the new kite rules and initiated this by-law 
change after complaints from the community about people and 
birds being injured by dangerous kite strings near Milliken Park, 
Goldhawk Park and in various local school yards.

Agincourt Underpass
Work continues to progress on the Agincourt Underpass on Sheppard Avenue East. The deck of the 
bridge is now complete and the decorative panels for the south side’s retention wall are becoming 
visible. Work on excavating the east side of the GO tracks is the next major phase of construction.

The project is scheduled to be completed in Fall 2012. The landscape design will assist in greening 
this stretch of Sheppard Ave. with a variety of new shrubs and trees. Once complete, vehicles will 
continue to be permitted to turn onto and off of Sheppard Ave East from Reidmount Ave, Agincourt 
Dr., Lamont Ave and all driveways. 

A new signalized intersection will be created with the driveways of the Agincourt GO Station and 
4091/4101 Sheppard Ave East. When the underpass is in use, traffic on Sheppard Ave East will travel 
beneath the train tracks, creating a faster and safer crossing for pedestrians, cyclists, drivers and GO 
Transit. 

If you have any questions about this project, please contact Devin Horne, Senior Community Liaison 
Officer at the Transit Expansion Department, TTC at 416-397-8696 or email at sheppardtransit@ttc.ca.

Councillor 
Lee Serves 
Toronto on 
the Following 
Committees 
and Boards
• Scarborough Community 

Council

• Toronto Budget Committee

• Licensing and Standards 
Committee

• Employee and Labour 
Relations Committee

• Toronto Police Services 
Board

• Exhibition Place Board of 
Governors

• Sheppard East Village 
Business Improvement Area

• Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority

• Scarborough Hospital 
Directors Nominating 
Committee

• Greater Toronto Area 
Agricultural Action 
Committee

• Don Watershed 
Revitalization Committee.

• Canadian National 
Exhibition Association 
Municipal Section

Agincourt Underpass: Conceptual drawing of finished underpass, looking east on Sheppard Avenue.
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Resources for Business:
Rewarding Reduced Water Use: 
The City of Toronto’s Capacity Buy Back program encourages and rewards commer-
cial and institutional organizations that reduce water use. By implementing permanent 
process or equipment changes that save water, commercial and institutional organiza-
tions could be eligible for a one time cash rebate of 30 cents per litre of water saved 
per average day. Contact the City of Toronto by email at: waterrebates@toronto.ca or 
call 416-392-7000 for eligibility criteria.

Vacant Property Tax Rebate: 
If your commercial or industrial building was entirely or partially vacant during the 
2011 taxation year, you may be eligible for a property tax rebate of up to 35% of the 
taxes attributable to the vacant space. The deadline to apply for a rebate is February 
29, 2012. For forms and eligibility information visit:  www.toronto.ca/taxes/property_
tax/rebate_vacant.htm or call 416-338-4829.

At Your Service: 
The City of Toronto’s Economic Development Office is ready to provide businesses, 
big and small, with the personalized, direct access to City Hall. Our expert staff can as-
sist your business by:

 q Helping to address operational needs and resolve municipal issues. 

 q Assisting with expansion, location and relocation within the City.

 q Guiding and expediting proposals through the development process.

 q Informing businesses of valuable initiatives and services.

In the Ward 41 community, contact Ian Brown, Economic Development Officer with 
your business questions or concerns. Contact Ian at 416-396-7080 or ibrown2@
toronto.ca

Crime on the Decline in Toronto and in Ward 41 
Over the last 10 years, the crime rates in Toronto have been on the decline. The most 
recent figures show that major crimes in Toronto have dropped by 7% over the last year 
alone, making Toronto one of the safest cities in Canada. 

Major Crimes Committed  in Toronto and Scarborough in 2011 Compared to 2010

Crime Toronto  
2011

% Change
From 2010

Scarborough 
Community 2011

% Change From 
2010

Murder 44 -28% 9 -36%
Sexual Assaults 1,580 -1% 304 -12%
Assaults 15,734 -6% 3,285 -1%
Robberies 4,033 -0.5% 1049 +6%
Break and Enters 6,951 -11% 1,455 -14%
Auto Thefts 3,986 -9% 814 -12%
Thefts Over $5,000 732 -15% 114 -19%

*Source: Toronto Police Services (Year to date figures as of Dec. 19, 2011)
P.S. While the city is safe, random crime can still occur. Be alert, don’t be a victim.

Congratulatory Scrolls
Are you, or someone you know, celebrating a special birthday, anniversary or other 
important milestone? If so, I’d be pleased to recognize your special day with a 
personalized City of Toronto scroll. Please contact my office early at 416-392-1375  
with all the details.

Experience 
Winterlicious 
The City, in partnership with 150 local 
restaurants, is once again presenting 
Winterlicious – a cost effective way to 
sample some of the best food in Toronto. 
From January 27 to February 9 you can visit 
a participating restaurant for a three course, 
prix-fixe meal. Prices range from $15 to $25 
for lunches and $25 to $45 for dinners. For 
a listing of participating restaurants visit: 
www.toronto.ca/special_events/

Volunteer for 2012 
Ontario Summer 
Games 
The City of Toronto will be hosting the 
2012 Ontario Summer Games from August 
16 to 19, 2012. The 2012 Games will bring 
together almost 2,500 athletes competing 
in 28 sports in multiple venues across 
Toronto and surrounding regions, as 
well as 368 coaches, 113 managers, 281 
officials, 21 provincial sport organization 
representatives, more than 1,000 volunteers 
and thousands of spectators. If you would 
like to volunteer to be part of this unique 
event contact 416-397-5349 or register online 
at www.2012ontariosummergames.ca

Let’s 
Keep In 
Touch

Mail: 100 Queen St. West • Suite A10 • Toronto, Ont. M5H 2N2 
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Illegal Dumping In 
Public Garbage Cans
City litter bins are placed in parks, at bus 
stops and on public sidewalks to provide 
a convenient method for discarding litter 
and for keeping our public spaces clean. 
Under City by-laws, it is illegal to throw 
waste generated on private property into 
a City litter bin. Lately, there has been an 
increase in people improperly using City 
litter bins to dispose of their household 
food waste. Throwing household waste 
in a City’s litter bin attracts animals and 
other pests, and creates unpleasant 
odours  for people living nearby.  I have 
directed City staff to monitor several 
locations and to prosecute anyone 
found illegally dumping waste. Fines 
for misusing City litter bins range from 
$10,000 for individuals to $50,000 for 
corporations. If you notice someone 
throwing bags of household waste 
in a pubic litter bin, call 311 or email 
311@toronto.ca to report the incident, 
providing details to help our investigators. 

Home Renovation 
Waste
Home renovation waste such as dry wall, 
doors, old lumber, counter tops, sinks, 
cabinets, flooring, etc. is not collected by 
the City. You, or your contractor, must take 
this material to a City drop-off depot for 
disposal (fees may apply) www.toronto.
ca/garbage/depots.htm. If the materials 
are still in good shape, consider donating 
them to Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore. 
For more information about ReStore, visit 
www.torontorestores.com or contact 
416-755-7353 ext. 230.

A Scarborough Tradition: Councillor Lee and 
Councillor Michael Thompson (left) welcome 
a resident to a previous year’s levee.

You’re Invited!
Scarborough Community Council’s 

2012 New Year’s Levee
Scarborough Civic Centre, Rotunda

150 Borough Drive
Sunday, January 15, 2012

12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Concert by the Good Time Orchestra 
immediately following the levee


