
Just south of Huntingwood Drive, between
Midland Ave and Brimley Rd., is North
Agincourt Park. Normally a quiet location,
this park has been a frenzy of activity. In
fact, the new residents in the park have
been as busy as beavers! A family of
Castor Canadensis – Canadian Beavers
have built a dam in the watercourse that
runs through the park and have taken up
residence there. This watercourse is
maintained by the City as part of its flood
control plan. Rather than removing the
beavers, the City will be monitoring the
dam and may install a small culvert to keep
the water at safe levels. The City’s goal is 
to cause as little disturbance to the beavers
while they are living at this location – urban
beavers tend to move to new locations
every few years.  If visiting this park to see
the beavers, please make sure you keep

your dogs on a leash (it’s the law) and to
keep well away from the edge of the pond.

Contact
Councillor Chin Lee

Toronto City Hall
100 Queen Street West

Suite A10
Toronto, Ont.

M5H 2N2

Call: (416) 392-1375

Fax: (416) 392-7433

Email: councillor_lee@toronto.ca

City Councillor

Working for the Residents of Ward 41 - Scarborough Rouge River

Chin LeeChin Lee
INSIDE Dear Neighbour:

The recent downturn in the economy is a cause of concern for all of us. 
Over the past months, you’ve told me you want the city to show greater
restraint and responsibility when it comes to spending your hard earned 
tax dollars. I’ve heard you loud and clear and couldn’t agree more.

During the recent 2009 Budget debate, I and other frugally minded
Councillors proposed a budget that would have limited any residential
property tax increase to the rate of inflation, frozen Councillors’ salaries, 
cut Councillors’ budgets and asked City staff to accept a wage freeze.
Unfortunately, our alternative budget was narrowly defeated. Instead, 
the City will be increasing spending by over half a billion dollars, residential
taxes will increase by 4% and more than 1000 new staff will be hired. 

In these tough economic times, I think Council should be leading by 
example, which is why I am donating my 2009 salary increase to local
charities in Ward 41. In addition, I will continue to save money by voluntarily
under-spending my office budget (last year I spent $31,138.61 of my allotted
$53,100 budget – a savings of $21,961 to the taxpayer).

Although I try to stay in touch through this newsletter, my monthly E-News
Report and various public meetings, I encourage you to contact me directly
if you have concerns about any municipal issue. My staff and I are always 
at your service.

Yours Sincerely,

Councillor Chin Lee
Ward 41 - Scarborough Rouge River
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Volunteer Awards: Chin joins fellow City
Councillors in honouring some of our
community’s outstanding Volunteers.

Congratulations Dave: Chin honours
retiring CFTO TV weatherman Dave Devall
by temporarily renaming Ward 41’s
Channel Nine Court as Dave Devall Way. 

Councillor Chin Lee
Environment Day

June 6, 2009
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

New Location 

Commander Park Rec. Centre
140 Commander Blvd.

Councillor Chin Lee
Environment Day

June 6, 2009
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

New Location 

Commander Park Rec. Centre
140 Commander Blvd.

Busy Beavers: Beaver dam as seen from
the pathway near the Brimley Rd. entrance
of North Agincourt Park.

North Agincourt’s Newest Neighbours
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NEW VENDOR FOR YELLOW
GARBAGE TAGS
If you need to put out more
garbage than can fit in your
garbage bin, you must bag it and
attach a City of Toronto yellow
garbage tag. Effective May 1, 2009
the yellow garbage tags will 
no longer be available at Home
Hardware stores. Tags  can be
purchased for $3.10 each or 5 
for $15.50 at local Canadian Tire
stores. Canadian Tire store
locations can be found in your
telephone directory or online at
http://www.canadiantire.ca/
storelocator/store_locator.jsp

UPSIZE YOUR RECYCLING BIN
FOR FREE
Since the implementation of the
new recycling bin program,
Scarborough residents have
increased their amount of recycling
by 12%. This jump in recycling has
meant that many people have

found that their current bin no
longer meets their needs. If you
would like to exchange your
current bin for a larger sized bin
call (416) 392-BINS (2467). A new
larger bin will be delivered to your
home (for free) and your old bin
will be taken away. After ordering
the exchange, keep the current
blue bin at curb on recycling days
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. until it is
exchanged.

RECYCLING MUST FIT IN BIN
To improve the efficiency of
recycling collection, the City now
only collects recyclable materials
that are placed inside the Blue
recycling bin with the lid closed. In
the past, residents were permitted
to bag their extra recycling and
place it beside their bin for
collection. However for the new
automated collection system to
work efficiently, all recycling must
fit inside the standardized bins.
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Where the Money comes from? Where the Money goes?

New City Operating Budget
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On March 31st, City Council passed the
2009 operating budget by a vote of 27-18.
The new budget, at $8.7 billion,
represents an increase in spending of
$558 million over last year and will raise
municipal property taxes by 4%. For the
average home in ward 41, assessed at
$333,395, the new budget will mean $80
more a year in municipal taxes.

BUDGET OVERVIEW

• $7.7 million to operate 100 new TTC 
buses

• $21 million to increase weekday 
service on all TTC bus routes from 6 a.m.
to 1 a.m.

• $1.5 million for improved city tree 
maintenance

• $230,000 to celebrate Toronto’s 175th 

anniversary
• $1.64 million to open 24 hour customer

call centre
• $400,000 expanded student nutrition 

program
• $775,000 to open and maintain new 

parks, playgrounds and pathways

THE 2% SOLUTION 

In the month’s leading up to the Budget
vote, I and several other frugally minded
Councillors developed an alternative
budget that would have cut costs and
saved millions in tax dollars. Known as
the 2% Solution, our budget would have
saved the taxpayer over $85 million and
would have held the residential property
tax increase to the rate of inflation. In the
end, the 2% Solution was narrowly

defeated in Council by a vote of 26-19.
For more budget info visit:
www.toronto.ca/budget2009 
Highlights of the 2% Solution included:

• Freezing Councillor’s salaries =  $0.09 
million savings

• Freezing non-union staff wages and 
eliminate bonuses = $11 million 
savings

• Freezing union staff wages = $49 
million savings

• Reducing each Councillor’s office 
budget by $13,000 = $0.58 million 
savings

• Reducing non-essential hiring by 18% 
= $13.6 million savings

• Reducing the City’s advertising budget 
by 10% = $1.6 million savings

Provincial grants 
and subsidies 

24%

Federal grants
and subsidies 

2%

User fees
15%

Reserve funds 
4%

Property 
taxes 
39%

*Other revenues 
16%

*Includes revenues from parking tickets, Toronto Hydro
dividends, land transfer tax and vehicle licence fee.

Municipal
Services

14%

Administrative
Services

6%

Emergency Services
(Police/Fire/Ambulance) 

17%
Public Transit 

16%

Provincially
Mandated Programs
(Court Services, Long

Term Care Homes, etc.)  
32%

Community Grants
1%

Capital & Corporate
Financing

7%

Non-Program
Expenditures

7%

Tax and Water Relief
The City of Toronto offers tax and water relief programs to eligible seniors or persons with a
disability, who have a low income. Information on these programs will be included with the
2009 Final Property Tax Bill, mailed in May 2009. Application deadline for these programs is
August 31, 2009. If you did not receive this information, call Councillor Lee at (416) 392-1375.

Waste and Recycling Update Free Museum Passes
Did you know that your
Toronto Public Library card
can get you into dozens of
Toronto museums and
cultural sites for free? Using
your library card, you can go
to your local library to sign
out a Museum and Art Pass
(MAP). For most locations, the
MAP provides free admission
for two adults and up to 4
children. Passes are available
on a first come first served
basis, on Saturdays, in all
Scarborough area libraries.
Passes cannot be reserved.
The pass is valid for such
popular attractions as:

• Art Gallery of Ontario
• Bata Shoe Museum
• Black Creek Pioneer Village
• All City of Toronto Historic 

sites

Free passes for Casa Loma,

the Ontario
Science Centre,
and the 
Royal Ontario
Museum are
also available on a first come
first served basis at select
libraries, including:

• Bridlewood Branch, 
(Bridlewood Mall) 2900 
Warden Ave.

• Malvern Branch, 1081 
Progress Ave.

• Steeles Branch, 375 
Bamburgh Cir.

For more information about
borrowing passes, contact
Toronto Public Library at 
(416) 393-7131 or go online at:
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca
and click on the link
“Sun Life Financial Museum
and Art Pass Program”.

Report a Pothole
If you know of any pothole in need of 
repair, call the City’s pothole hotline at 
416-599-9090, and leave a message or email
Access Toronto at accesstoronto@toronto.ca.



When you wash cars on your driveway,
you’re also washing detergents, greases, oils,
heavy metals, and salts onto the road and
into the storm sewer. Water from the storm
sewer goes directly into local rivers and lakes
without ever being treated. Waste water from
your home on the other hand goes into a
separate sanitary sewer system and is treated
before being discharged into Lake Ontario. To
reduce pollutants from entering our
waterways, consider the following 
eco-friendly car washing options:

Commercial Car Washes:
• Best option, since car washes use less 

water and filter out contaminants for safe 

disposal. 
• Car washes are 

connected to the sanitary
sewer system, meaning the water is 
treated by the City before it’s discharged 
into Lake Ontario. 

Home Alternatives: 
• Use a spray nozzle on your hose to reduce

water consumption.
• Choose biodegradable, phosphate-free 

soaps.
• Dispose of soapy water on your lawn  or 

down a drain in your home. 
• Direct the flow of water onto your lawn 

rather than onto the street.
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Car Washing and the Environment

Driveway Widths and Front Yard Parking:
In our community, there are rules on how
wide your driveway can be, how much of
your front yard can be covered with hard
surfaces (i.e. asphalt, interlocking stone,
etc) and where you can park on your
property. The goal of these regulations is
to protect green space, reduce water run
off into the sewers, reduce the urban heat
island affect and maintain the appearance
of our community. 

Restrictions on Driveway Widths:
- Driveway widths in the Scarborough 

Community cannot exceed the width 
of the garage or carport. Vehicles must
only park on the designated driveway.

Front Yard Parking:
- Front yard parking prohibited in 

Scarborough Community – even if 

portion of front yard is covered with a 
hard surface

- $200 – average fine for illegal front 
yard parking.

- If vehicles continually park in front 
yard area, City can require 
homeowner to install barrier between 
driveway and front yard. Estimated 
cost of barrier: $300.

Front Yard Landscaping:
- For lots with a frontage of 6m to less 

than 15m, a minimum of 50% of the 
front yard must be maintained as 
landscaped open space.

- For lots with a frontage of 15m and 
greater, a minimum of 60% of the 
front yard must be maintained as 
landscaped open space.

Permits Needed for Driveway
Reconstruction

Before you widen, reconstruct or repave
your driveway, you must first obtain a
permit from the City – don’t be fooled by
unscrupulous paving contractors who
claim otherwise. As part of the permit
process a City inspector will visit your
property to ensure your driveway plans
conform to the City’s by-laws.  If you
repave your driveway, without first
getting a permit it could result in fines
and/or removal of the offending portion
of the driveway. Cost of a paving permit
is $127.09. For more information or to
receive an application form, call Toronto
Transportation Services at (416) 396-7505.
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Graffiti Update:
Contrary to common belief, graffiti
is not a victimless crime. It costs
money to remove, brings down the values
of communities and could indicate gang
activity in an area. The City’s Graffiti by-law
requires property owners to remove graffiti
in a timely manner (i.e. within 72 hours). 

Graffiti on private property: Call Municipal
Licensing and Standards at (416) 396-7071. 

Graffiti on public property (bridges, utility
boxes, etc):  Call 416-39-CLEAN.

To report someone making graffiti: 
call Toronto Police at (416) 808-2222.

In these tough economic times, many in the
community need a little extra assistance.
Ward 41 is served by various charities and
non-profit organizations that can help you
find a job, train for a new job or access the
help you need:

Agincourt Community Services Association
4155 Sheppard Ave. East (Sheppard & Midland)
(416) 392-6912
www.agincourtcommunityservices.com
Job bank, food bank, access to fax and
photocopier, ESL classes.

Centre for Community Information and
Services of Ontario
2330 Midland Ave (just north of Hwy. 401)
(416) 292-7510

www.cicscanada.com
For new immigrants. Walk-in job search
centre, free access to computers/
internet/photocopier/phones, multi-lingual
employment counselling and resume clinics.

Muslim Welfare Centre
100 McLevin Ave., Suite 4 & 4A
416-335-9994
http://www.muslimwelfarecentre.com/foodbanks.htm
Food banks are available to individuals or
families, who are on social assistance,
employment insurance or refugees and also
recent immigrants without jobs.

Scarborough Community Legal Services
Cedar Heights Plaza, 695 Markham Rd, Suite 9,
(416) 438-7182

http://scarboroughcommunitylegal.ca 
Community legal clinics are available for low
income families. Deals primarily with tenant
issues, social assistance, pensions and
Employment Insurance (EI). 

Seneca College Services for Newcomers and
Internationally Trained Professionals
3660 Midland Ave, 2nd floor
(416) 293-3722
http://www.senecac.on.ca/community/etbs.html
Free 3 week full time program in career
planning, job search skills, employment
support, access to job placements,
mentorship program. To participate, 
you must be an internationally trained
professional, newcomer or refugee with a
valid work permit. 

Help is at Hand

Toronto Hydro News
Reporting an Outage: 
Call (416) 542-8000
• Check to ensure the cause of the 

power outage  isn’t because of a 
tripped breaker or blown fuse in your 
home's electrical panel. 

• Check with your neighbours to see if 
their power is out. 

• Don’t assume someone else has 
reported a power outage. 

Smart Meters and Time Of Use Billing
• Old-style meters can only measure the

total amount of electricity used over 
an entire billing period because they 
have to be read manually.

• A Smart Meter automatically records 
your total electricity consumption 
hour by hour allowing you to better 
manage your usage. You can also 
check your usage online through your 
computer.

• By 2010 all Toronto homes will have a 
Smart Meter. 605,466 Toronto homes 
already have a smart meter.

• 10,000 randomly selected homes in 
Toronto with Smart Meters will test 
Time of Use billing (i.e. consumers will
be charged differing rates depending 
on what time of the day they are using
electricity - using electricity during 

peak times will cost more, using 
electricity during off peaks times will 
help lower your hydro bills). 

Life Support Notification
• Residents who rely on electrically 

powered life support (i.e. ventilator, 
kidney dialysis) should sign up for 
Hydro’s Life Support Notification 
program by calling (416) 542-8000.

• Program participants will be notified 
directly of any planned power 
disruptions and will be placed on a 
registry as needing alternate power 
sources.
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SUNDAY JULY 12
12 noon to 3 p.m • Iroquois Park 

(295 Chartland Blvd. South)

•• Music  •• Fun  •• Games  •• Free Food & Drinks  •• Prize Draws

•• Jumping Castle for the Kids

•• See Fire Engines, Police Cars and Much More
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Let’s 
Keep 
In Touch

Mail: 100 Queen St. West • Suite A10 • Toronto, Ont. M5H 2N2

Phone: (416) 392-1375 • Fax: (416) 392-7433

Email: Councillor_lee@toronto.ca

Congratulations to local Ward
41 resident Danny Fee. Danny
was one of only eight young
people chosen from across the
province to receive the Ontario
Medal for Young Volunteers.
The award, given out annually by 
the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario,
recognized Danny’s extensive
contributions as a member of the City of
Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation
volunteer team and executive member of
the Toronto Youth Ambassadors Network.  

Do you know someone in our community
with an outstanding front yard garden?
Why not nominate them for a Ward 41
Green Thumb Award. Call or email
councillor Lee with their address.

Ward 41 Winner

Ward 41 Green
Thumb Award

Starting 11 a.m., Thompson Park
(Brimley Rd/Lawrence Ave. E)

Musical performers, 
free children’s activities

Starting 4:30 p.m., Canada Day Parade.
Departs Scarborough Civic Centre,

heads south on Brimley Rd.

Approx. 10 p.m., Milliken Park 
(McCowan Rd./Steeles Ave)

Family fireworks display

Canada Day
July 1st
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Assessment Assistance: Councillor Lee hosts a
public meeting with staff from the Municipal

Property Assessment Corporation 
to assist residents to appeal their new

assessments. 

Health Alerts
West Nile Virus
West Nile Virus (WNV) is a virus carried by mosquitoes which in
turn can infect people.  Fewer than 1% of people infected
become ill enough to be hospitalized. About 1 in 5 people who
are infected will feel sick but will recover on their own. A good
strategy for limiting WNV is to eliminate mosquito breeding
areas such as standing water on your property. In fact City 
by-laws prohibit standing water on private property. To report
instances of excessive standing water call Property Standards 
at (416) 396-7071.

Swine Flu/H1N1 Flu
The Swine Flu, also known as the H1N1 Flu, is a variant of our
normal seasonal influenza. Reported cases in Canada have been
mild, usually resulting in sore throats and muscle aches. The
best way to stop Swine Flu is to wash your hands regularly with
soap and water or hand sanitizer and to cover your mouth and
nose when you cough or sneeze. For timely updates on the
Swine Flu visit the City’s Public Health web page at:
http://www.toronto.ca/health/ 

Interested in receiving timely updates on
City issues? Why not join Councillor Lee’s
monthly E-news Report. To join, send 
an email to councillor_lee@toronto.ca
indicating your wish to receive the 
E-News Report and include your name,
address, postal code and phone number.

E-Mail Updates

Zero Tolerance on Fraud and Waste
As the newest member of the City’s Audit Committee, I am
committed to eliminating fraud and waste at the City of
Toronto. Recently, the City Auditor released his report on
incidents of fraud and waste at the City during 2008. Highlights
of the report include:
- 619 reports of possible waste or wrong doing.
- 42 cases (7% of complaints) were found to be substantiated.
- Nine city employees fired for benefits claim fraud.

If you suspect fraud or wrongdoing by any City staff, please
contact my office at (416) 392-1375 or you can make an
anonymous complaint with the Fraud and Waste Hotline at 
416-397-7867.



Councillor Chin Lee 

(416)-392-1375 • councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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