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Chin LeeChin Lee
INSIDE Dear Neighbour:

On behalf of myself, my family and my staff, please accept my sincere best wishes
for a joyous holiday season and a very prosperous, happy and healthy New Year.

As the weather gets colder, staying healthy takes more effort.  Dressing warmly 
and stopping bad unhealthy habits will help.  Spitting in public can spread bad
germs. Poor handwashing, especially after using the public restroom, can spread 
Salmonella poisoning. Protect yourself with the H1N1 flu vaccine and the seasonal
flu vaccine. If you have concerns about the vaccine, please consult your doctor.
Currently, all residents are eligible to get the vaccine. In the past, my wife and 
I have been vaccinated with no ill effects.  Also, remember that the flu is primarily
transmitted through airborne droplets so if you must cough, sneeze or spit do so 
into a tissue and dispose of it properly.

With respect to the economic health of the City, I am not so sure this can be so 
easily remedied. The recent City strike and settlement with the union has added 
to the City’s financial pressures for 2010. Personally, I opposed the pay increases 
to both City Councillors (2.4%) and union staff (6% over 3 years). At a time when
many people have had their wages frozen or reduced. I couldn’t support adding 
to the problem by voting for pay increases.

Finally, there are some important issues facing our community and our City that
need your participation. In the coming months, I will be hosting community
meetings to get your input on the upcoming City budget  and the construction of 
the TTC's Light Rail Transit line on Sheppard Avenue.  I encourage you to join 
myself and your neighbours at these meetings (see page 3) so that we can develop 
a strong and unified community position.

As always, if you require my assistance with any City issues, big or small, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at 416 392-1375 or councillor_lee@toronto.ca. 
My staff 
and I are always ready to serve you.

Yours sincerely,

Councillor Chin Lee
Ward 41 - Scarborough Rouge River
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Scout Fun Day: Chin joins local
Scout leaders at their annual Fun Day.
Scouting is a great way to get youth of all
ages involved in positive community
activities. For the nearest Scout group near
you visit: www.gtc.scouts.ca or call Scouts
Canada at (416) 490-6364

Temple Opening: Chin and wife
Rita (2nd from left), join MP Derek Lee
(right) and over 50,000 local Hindu
devotees at the opening of the new $10
million, Canada Sri Ayyappan Temple at
635 Middlefield. A welcome addition to
Ward 41’s multicultural community.

Mark Your Calendar
Scarborough Community Council’s 

2010 New Year’s Levee
Sunday January 3, 2010
12:30 p.m. to 2:00  p.m.

Scarborough Civic Centre, Rotunda
150 Borough Drive

Followed by a Concert featuring 
the Jimmy Amaro Band.

City Services at
Your Fingertips:
To assist residents in getting the timely
help they need, the City has introduced its
new 311 service. 311 is available 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week. Operators can
provide assistance in over 180 languages.
If you need to complain about missed
garbage pick up or want information on
any city services simply call 311 or send
an email to: 311@toronto.ca. 

311 Feedback:
Since 311 is a new service, we’ll be
making more upgrades over the coming
months, including allowing residents to
make a complaint and track the status of it
online. Please note that information you
provide to 311 is confidential and is not
provided to my office. 
If you’ve used 311, I would be interested in
hearing about your experiences, positive
or negative, so that we can make any
further improvements: please contact me
at 416-392-1375 or email
councillor_lee@toronto.ca.



In order to level the playing field and to
encourage more people to consider running
for public office, Councillors Cliff Jenkins,
Michael Walker  and I, have been working to
reform how candidates can raise and spend
money for election campaigns. The key parts
of our plan include: 

1. Prohibit all corporate and trade union 
contributions to municipal election
Campaigns. Only  private individuals will 
be able to make donations. The goal is to 
make election fund raising free of 
allegations of “undue influence” or 
“buying” a councillor’s vote. 

2. Disallow candidates from transferring 
financial surpluses: 
Under the current rules, any unspent 
election money can be “banked” and used
for future elections. I believe allowing 
candidates to bank unused funds gives 
them an unfair advantage and should be 
eliminated.

Election Changes for 2010
Councillors Jenkins, Walker and I met with
Municipal Affairs Minister Jim Watson to push
for reforms to Ontario’s election rules.
Recently, the Minister announced the
following election reforms:

• Barring councillors from using campaign 
surpluses in future elections, although they
will be allowed to use them in the 2010 
campaign. City Council has the power 
under the City of Toronto Act to bar the 
banking of donations for the 2010 
campaign, and I will continue to urge my 
colleagues to make this change in time for 
the upcoming election.

• Moving Election Day up by two weeks to 
the fourth Monday in October before 

Halloween and before daylight saving time
ends.

• Raising penalties for violating the Elections
Act to up to $25,000 for individuals and up 
to $50,000 for corporations or trade 
unions.

• Requiring photo identification on voting 
day to reduce voter fraud.

Do you feel you’re getting
good value for your tax
dollar? Are there areas of City spending
that should be trimmed? 
I invite you to my 2010 Pre-Budget
Consultation to learn about the financial
pressures facing the City and to offer 
your input and ideas on the proposed
2010 City Budget:

Thursday March 10 @ 7:30 p.m.
Main Hall, 
Agincourt RecreationCentre
31 Glen Watford Drive 

2009 was not a great fiscal year for many
of us, including the City of Toronto. The
recession has meant rising welfare costs,
lost revenues due to the strike and
increased labour costs. Combined, these
and other factors could result in a
budgetary shortfall of $500 million in
2010. Some issues that Council will be
considering as part of the 2010 budget
include:
• Increase in welfare caseloads could 

add another $400 million to the City’s 
costs.

• Require City departments and agencies
to trim 10% from their budgets over 2 
years for a total savings of $340 

million.
• A possible 3% hike in user fees

Strike Savings Returning to Taxpayers

The summer’s strike by more than 30,000
unionized City workers actually saved the
city $33.2 million. In a 22-19 vote, Council
agreed to apply  $4.8 million of the
savings towards offsetting the proposed
garbage fee increase for next year. Other
costs and savings from the strike include: 

• $86 million saved from salaries of 
striking employees. 

• $7.8 million saved from Solid Waste 

salaries 
• $4.4 million paid to non-union Solid 

Waste in overtime during the strike. 
• $25.2 million paid to the city's 4,000 

non-union staff in overtime during the 
strike. 

• $5.1 paid for extra security at City 
facilites.

• $3.1 million paid to manage 27 
temporary dumps around the city. 

• $15.8 million lost revenue in Parks, 
Forestry and Recreation. 

• $110,000 lost revenue from marriage 
licensing and the city's wedding 
chambers.
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Giving Back Pay
Increase
This year, City Councillors and the Mayor
received an automatic 2.4% pay increase.
Although several other Councillors and 
I attempted to stop the increase, we were 
out-voted. Personally, I feel Councillors 
must show leadership and that a salary
increase in these tough economic times is
simply unwarranted.  

I have chosen to protest Council’s actions
by donating the net increase to local
charities and community organizations 
that benefit Ward 41.

Pre-Budget
Community
Consultation

Election Finance Reform:

NEW  Toronto Ombuds Office 
A complaints office of last resort. 

The City of Toronto recently appointed its
first ever Ombudsman. The Ombudsman is
here to ensure you are treated fairly when
it comes to the administration of City
services. The Ombudsman has the power
to investigate complaints and mediate
resolutions. The Ombudsman reports
directly to Toronto Council and treats all
complaints in strict confidence. 

If you’ve tried to resolve a complaint about
a city service yourself without success,
consider contacting the Ombudsman Office
for further assistance:

Call 416-392-7062
TTY 416-392-7100
Email ombuds@toronto.ca
Fax 416-392-7067
Online at www.ombudstoronto.ca

Election Reform Success:
Councillor Lee joins Councillors Cliff
Jenkins (left) and Michael Walker (right) 
in announcing new legislation to improve
fairness and transparency of municipal
elections

The vacant land west of Brimley Road and
south of Hwy 401 was approved in 2006 by
the Ontario Municipal Board for mixed uses,
including up to 1797 residential units. The
decision included a provision for the City to
conduct an Environmental Assessment to
consider a new road connection to the west
side of Brimley Road, just north of Progress
Avenue. To review the proposed road
modifications and to give your input, plan to
attend the Open House:

Monday, January 18, 2010
6:30pm to 8:30pm
Scarborough Civic Centre 
(150 Borough Drive)
Committee Room 1 and 2 

For more info visit www.Toronto.ca/planning/
401-brimley-ea.htm

Brimley Rd./401
Interchange Proposed
Modifications:



If you own a
detached or 
semi-detached
home or
townhouse in
Toronto you could
receive up to 
$1000 to upgrade
your home’s
insulation. The Home Energy Assistance
Toronto (HEAT) program has been set up
to stimulate the local economy while
helping Torontonians to save money by
making their homes more energy
efficient. 

For more information, 
call 311 or go online at
www.toronto.ca/livegreen/home_energy
_heat.html.

Sun. Jan. 3, 2010, 12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Scarborough New Year’s Levee
Scarborough Civic Centre
150 Borough Drive

Tues. Jan 19, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.
TTC Construction on Sheppard
Agincourt Community Ctre. (Main  Hall)
131 Glen Watford Dr.

Wed. March 3, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.
Have Your Say: 2010 Budget
Percy Williams Jr. P.S.
Community Room
1571 Sandhurst Circle

At the monthly Council, Community Council and Committee meetings, dozens of items are
debated and voted on. Here is a sample of some of the issues from 2009 and how I voted.

Expand and Enhance After-School Recreation Care Programs. Yes
Approve of 6% pay increase over 3 years for unionized City employees No
Fund Community Groups to remove graffiti. Yes
Amend Municipal Code to require large retail stores to provide Yes
public washrooms for patrons.
Request TTC to replace SRT line between McCowan and Yes
Kennedy Station with new LRT technology.
Rename McAshphalt Park to Joyce Trimmer Park, Yes
in memory of the late Scarborough Mayor.
Ban long-term on-street parking in Scarborough Community, Yes
except for some older areas without sufficient private parking.
Rezone industrial land at 175 Commander Blvd. to commercial uses No
to permit the expansion of Chartwell Shopping Centre
Request amendment to require the paving company, Yes
to pay the Municipal Road Damage permit fee, 
instead of the property owner.
Open and maintain public outdoor ice rinks earlier this year Yes
Ban smoking within 9 metres of play areas in public parks Yes
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H1N1 Virus Udate:
City-run H1N1 vaccine clinics are
now closed. Special clinics will open
in the New year for the minority of
people who require the second dose
of the vaccine. If you still require an
H1N1 vaccine or a seasonal flu shot,
visit your doctor or local walk-in
clinic. The vaccine is free to all
Ontarians. Information about the
H1N1 virus is constantly changing. 

Please refer to the following links
and contacts:
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How I Voted

Transit City Sheppard East LRT
Re-Construction has begun on the
Sheppard East LRT.  This transit route will
operate from Don Mills Station and travel
east on Sheppard to Meadowvale Road
replacing the current Sheppard 85 bus
route.  

This LRT will offer frequent and reliable
service that will operate in reserved
transit lanes with traffic signal priority and
will therefore not be subjected to traffic
delays or long waits at intersections. Each
vehicle will offer modern amenities to
provide a high level of customer service
and will be accessible to customers with
all levels of mobility.  Preliminary
construction activity can be seen in the
vicinity of the Agincourt GO Station and
Sheppard Ave at Markham Rd.  

The City of Toronto Official Plan outlines
initiatives to implement transit priorities
throughout the city, intensify growth in
rapid transit corridors and provide
alternatives to using the automobile.
Transit City will achieve these goals by
moving more people to more places by
transit. Each LRT will support local

economic
development and
reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by
allowing people to
choose public transit.

Once completed, the Sheppard East LRT
will provide good connections with the
Sheppard subway line, GO Transit
Stouffville line, Scarborough Rapid Transit
Line and the future Don Mills LRT and
Scarborough Malvern LRT.

The TTC is still developing their detailed
project plans and has committed to
providing timely updates during the
construction.  A website
www.transitcity.ca is being updated to
allow residents and businesses to stay
current of the project.

Fast Facts
Length of project: 14km
Number of stops: 30
Start of construction: 2009
Scheduled start of service: 2013

Upcoming Events

Town Hall
Meetings

Winter Warmth
Grant
Having troubles paying your heat and
hydro bills? Are you at or below the
poverty line? If so, you may be eligible
for a one time Winter Warmth Grant to
pay your energy bills. 

To apply, call Scarborough Housing Help
Centre at (416) 285-8070 (ext. 306)

Insulate Your Home
and Your Wallet

During the phased construction of the
Sheppard LRT, there may traffic delays 
on Sheppard Avenue, potentially 
impacting residents, local businesses 
and their customers. I have been working
with the 500 + members of the Sheppard
East Village Business Improvement Area
(SEVBIA), to ensure minimal disruption.
SEVBIA is committed to rejuvenating 
this area to the benefit of everyone in the
community. I encourage you to learn more
about SEVBIA and to give your patronage
to local businesses, wherever possible:
www.sheppardeastvillagebia.com/

Support Our Local
Businesses

Please refer to the following links and
contacts:

www.toronto.ca/health/index.htm

www.health.gov.on.ca/en/ccom/flu/

Service Ontario INFO line:  1-800-476-9708

TeleHealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000 

Toronto Public Health: 416-338-7600



Let’s keep our neighbourhoods looking
good and desirable.  USE your collection
calendar. Bring your green, garbage or
blue bins to the curb NO EARLIER  than
the evening before your scheduled
collection day.  Unnecessary leaving of old
toilets and any garbage on the curb brings
down the value of our community.

OLD TOILETS:
In order to have your old
toilet collected 
as garbage you must
separate the bowl from
the tank and place it at
the curb next to your
garbage bin on your
scheduled garbage day. Toilets not
separated will not be collected.

FLUORESCENT
AND CFLS ARE
HAZARDOUS WASTE:
Fluorescent tubes and
Compact Fluorescent Lamps
(CFLs) cannot be put out with
your regular garbage collection.
They contain small amounts of
mercury, a hazardous and poisonous 
heavy metal. To safely dispose of
fluorescent bulbs and CFLs you have 
3 options:

• Drop off fluorescent tubes and CFLs at 
one of the City's Solid Waste depots 
that accept household hazardous waste 
(HHW). Check your collection calendar 
or visit 
www.toronto.ca/garbage/depots.htm

for locations and times. 

• If you have at least 10 litres (but no 
more than 50 litres) of HHW call the 
City’s Toxic Taxi at 311 for free home 
pick-up 

• Save your fluorescent bulbs and CFLs 
and bring them to our next 
Environment Day in Spring 2010 (exact 
date to be announced).

Old fluorescent tubes and CFLs are sent to
a recycling company, where the mercury is
extracted and reused in new products
instead of ending up in a landfill site.
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Responsible Waste and Recycling Tips

2010 Snow Clearing Plan

Congratulatory Scrolls
Are you or someone you know, celebrating
a special birthday, anniversary, graduation
or other important milestone? If so, I’d be
pleased to recognize your special day with
a personalized City of Toronto scroll.
Please contact my office well before the
date at 416-392-1375 with all the details.

Interested in receiving timely updates
on City issues? Why not join Councillor
Lee’s monthly E-news Report. To join,
send an email to
councillor_lee@toronto.ca indicating
your wish to receive the 
E-News Report and include your 
name, address, postal code and 
phone number.

E-Mail
Updates

Pushing Snow on
Road: $10,000 Fine

f

f

Pushing snow from your private property
onto the public road is not only
inconsiderate to your neighbours and
unsafe for drivers but is also illegal -
punishable by fines up to $10,000! 
This year, I am asking City by-law officers
to take a zero tolerance policy on anyone
who puts their snow on the road. If you
see someone pushing snow onto the
road please report the address to 311 or
my office at (416) 392-1375. Please note:
if you hire a contractor to clear snow
from your property,
you could be held
equally responsible
if they illegally push
your snow on the
road.

f
f

fKeeping Toronto roads and sidewalks safe
and clear of snow and ice is a top priority.
Since our crews have to clear over 5600 km.
of roads and 7945 km. of sidewalks, it means
that snow clearing is not an instantaneous
process. You can expect the following levels
of snow clearing this winter:
• Prior to a storm, anti-icing trucks are sent

out to apply a layer of “brine” (salt and 
water) 

• After 2.5 cms. of snow has fallen, 
expressway ploughing begins

• After 5 cms. main roads are ploughed.  
• After 8 cms.side streets are ploughed , 

but only after the snow has stopped.
It can take up to 15-20 hours after a 
snowfall to complete ploughing on local 
streets. 

• After 8 cms. mechanical sidewalk 
ploughing beings  

• After the main roads are ploughed, 
transit stops and crosswalks are cleared.

SNOW TIPS AND ETIQUETTE

Keep your snow to yourself: When
shovelling or blowing snow, keep it on your
own property. Your neighbours may have

shrubs, fences, vehicles, etc. that could 
be damaged by snow pushed from your
property onto theirs. 

Be a good neighbour: If you have an elderly
neighbour or a neighbour with a disability,
consider helping them clear snow on their
private property or have your children do it
as part of their required 40 hours of
community service for high school
graduation.

Clear a space for your Bins: Rather than
putting bins on the road, clear a space for
them on the boulevard next to your
driveway.

Help Keep Hydrants and Catchbasins Clear:
If you have a fire hydrant or catchbasin in
front of your property, help by keeping it free
of snow and visible at all times.

Park In Your Driveway: The #1 cause of a
poorly ploughed street is  parked vehicles.
Vehicles parked on the road make it too
narrow for the plough to navigate. If this
happens, the plough will skip the street and
return when the cars are gone. If a

snowstorm is forecast, be nice to your
neighbours and move your vehicles off the
street.



Councillor Chin Lee 
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Councillor Chin Lee 
(416) 392-1375                    councillor_lee@toronto.ca                       (416) 392-7433
Toronto City Hall • 100 Queen Street West • 2nd Floor • Suite A10 • Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 


