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Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year

INSIDE Dear Neighbour:

My sincere best wishes for an enjoyable holiday season and a prosperous
New Year. Merry Christmas to everyone celebrating this holiday and warmest
greetings to those in the community marking the Day of Hajj, Eid-ul-Adha,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Lodhi, Maghi and Chinese New Year. 

As your City Councillor, my office handles over 2400 constituent cases a year!
Many involve issues between neighbouring property owners, such as one
person pushing snow onto another's driveway, someone directing their
downspout onto a neighbour’s property, changing the grading on a property
causing ponding of water on neighbouring property, or leaving your yard
covered with fallen leaves. Living in a city, in close proximity to others,
requires each of us to be considerate of those around us. Before cutting your
lawn early on a Sunday morning or leaving your car parked on the street
during a snow storm, think about how your actions may affect the neighbours
on your street and how you'd feel if someone treated you the same way. In
the spirit of this holiday season, I would ask everyone to give their
neighbours a simple gift this year…some common courtesy and respect
(you'd be surprised at how much you’ll get back in return).

Another issue that gets the phones ringing in my office is illegal rooming
houses. Over the past several years, the number of illegal rooming houses
across the Greater Toronto Area has increased substantially. Illegal rooming
houses are unsafe and unhealthy for the people who live in them, pose a fire
risk to nearby houses, cause parking issues, overburden our Infrastructure
and bring down the quality of our neighbourhoods. Neighbouring families
with young children have also expressed safety concerns to me. For these
reasons, I remain strongly opposed to illegal rooming houses in our
residential communities. Recently, there has been talk at City Hall of changing
the zoning and licensing rules to allow rooming houses across Toronto. 
I disagree and will be fighting this proposal when it comes to the Planning
and Growth Committee on January 8, 2009. If you share my goal of
preserving the integrity of our residential neighbourhoods, I urge you to join
me in my opposition to this proposal. Please see page 2 on how you can let
your views be known.

Yours Sincerely,

Councillor Chin Lee
Ward 41 - Scarborough Rouge River
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New Year’s Levee
I invite you to join me and 
other City Councillors at 

Scarborough’s
Annual New Year’s Levee.

January 4, 2009, 12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Scarborough Civic Centre 

(150 Borough Drive)
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Looking for a fun job this coming Summer?
The City of Toronto Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department is seeking qualified
people to help run our various day camp
programs in the Scarborough Community.
Applicants must be 14 years of age by the
start of the camp in late June. A valid 
first-aid certificate is required for most

positions and previous experience is
definitely an asset. The deadline to submit
an application for Summer employment is
February 14, 2009. Application forms can be
picked up at  any Civic Centre, City
Recreation Facility or online at
www.toronto.ca/parks/hiringnow/apply.htm.
For more information call (416) 338-5627.

Summer Youth Employment

1

A Local Tradition: Councillor Lee speaks
with residents at the 2008 New Year’s 
Levee at the Scarborough Civic Centre. 

 



ý

Committed to Closing Down Illegal
Rooming Houses:

In some parts of Toronto, rooming houses
are permitted and licensed. In the
Scarborough Community, rooming
houses are strictly prohibited. Since being
elected in 2006, I’ve initiated 78
investigations of suspected rooming
houses by our Municipal Licensing
Standards (MLS) office and/or the Fire
Department. Of these cases, 41 were
closed because the owners were forced to
cease operating or because there was no
evidence a rooming house existed (many
suspected rooming houses turn out to be
basement apartments - which are legal).
The 37 files that are open represent cases
that are still under investigation.

Let Your Voice be Heard

On January 8, 2009 at 9:30 a.m, the City’s
Planning and Growth Committee will be
looking at the possibility of changing the
rules to allow rooming houses in all
Toronto communities. If you want to 
view a copy of the report to be debated,
visit the City’s website at:
www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2008/pg/bg
rd/backgroundfile-16870.pdf.

To voice your objections of legalizing
rooming houses, you have several
options:

Attend the Committee Meeting: 
Anyone can attend the meeting and 
speak directly to the Committee for up 
to 5 minutes. The meeting will take 
place at Toronto City Hall (100 Queen 
St. West). If you plan to attend, please 
contact my office so that we can 
arrange to get your name placed on 
the list of people to speak. Of course, 
my staff and I will be here to look after
you while you’re at City Hall.

Complete the form at the right: 
Please print your name and address 
and sign the form to the right. Fax or 
mail it to me at the address/fax# listed 
on the front and back pages of this 
newsletter.

Write a letter or email:
If you have more to say than can fit on
the form, by all means send me your 
comments in a letter or email. In the 
title of your letter or email please 
include the name of the report: 
PG20.11 Rooming Houses.
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McDairmid Woods Park Improvements
Over the past several years, McDairmid
Woods Park has been the scene of some
inappropriate and unsafe behaviour
(drinking parties, smashing bottles in
playground areas, etc.). Working with the
local C.D. Farquharson Community
Association and City Parks and Recreation
staff, we came up with a plan to make this
park safer and more family friendly.

1. Remove the parking lot at the end of 

McDairmid Rd. Unfortunately, the 
parking lot was being used more often 
for drinking parties than parking 
vehicles. The City has removed the 
parking lot and is replacing it with 
green space.

2. Complete the pathway from Marilake 
Drive to Rubic Cres.

3. Keep the forested area to the west of 
the park, but improve safety by 
trimming back overgrown brush.

Action on Illegal Rooming Houses

The Toronto Board of Health determines
and sets public health policies and
advises City Council on a broad range of
health issues. As a member of the Board,
I’ve been working with my colleagues to
introduce some new and innovative
programs: 

New Street Foods Approved

Due to lack of refrigeration and issues
surrounding preparing foods outside,
most street vendors in Toronto have been
limited to serving pre-cooked foods such
as hot dogs and sausages. Beginning next
Spring, selected street vendors will begin
testing the new menus which could
include: 

• Whole fruits and vegetables, including 
corn on the cob 

• Pre-packaged salads
• Soups 
• Coffee and tea 

If the expanded menu is successful, I’d
like to see the addition of more healthy

(yet safe) food options and perhaps foods
that better represent our diverse
communities.

Public “Right To Know” Strategy

City Council has approved the Toronto
Public Health’s report requiring small and
medium-sized businesses to report their
use of 25 toxic substances that are found
in Toronto’s environment and which are 
a cause of health concern.

The companies and the chemicals they
use will be listed on a searchable Internet
site. Residents will be able to view the
website and see the types of chemicals
being used in their communities.

Another part of the program is aimed at
supporting businesses in reporting and
reducing their use of hazardous chemicals
through more efficient equipment and
processes, alternative chemicals, and
recycling rather than disposal.

Board of Health 

Congratulatory 
Scrolls

Are you, or someone you know in
our community, celebrating a

special birthday, anniversary or
other important event? 
If so, I’d be pleased to 

recognize the special day 
with a personalized 

City of Toronto Scroll. 
Please contact my office at 
(416) 392-1375 or by email 

with all the details.

A toilet that continues
to run after flushing
can waste up to
200,000 litres of water
in a single year. That
is enough water to 
fill a large inground
swimming pool.
Some leaks can not
be seen or heard. Put some food colouring
in the toilet tank and wait about 15
minutes. If the colour shows up in the bowl
without flushing, you have a leak. A silent
leak like this can waste up to 45 litres of
water per hour and add hundreds of dollars
a year to your water bill.

Are you Flushing
Money Down 
the Drain?

ý
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Sheppard East LRT
Moving Forward

City Council has approved the
environmental assessment for the
Sheppard East Light Rail Transit (LRT)
line, clearing the way for construction to
start as soon as Spring  2009. Council
also requested that TTC planning
minimize the amount of land along
Sheppard that must be expropriated for
this project. When constructed, the
Sheppard East LRT will connect the 14
kms. between Don Mills Subway station
and communities as far east as
Meadowvale Road (and possibly
Durham Region in the future) with high
speed reliable transit. A Sheppard
underpass at the Agincourt GO Station
is included in this LRT project.



As your City Councillor, it’s my job to
ensure the City provides efficient and
effective services to you. If you have a
complaint about a City service, facility or
any other municipal issue, I want to know
about it. To assist City staff and I in
handling your complaint in a timely
manner, please make sure you have the
following information when contacting 
my office.

Complaints against private property: 
If complaining about a poorly maintained
private property, make sure you provide
my office with an exact street address. 

Complaints about public streets/paths/
sidewalks/boulevards: 
Try to provide us with the nearest private
street address (i.e. section of sidewalk in

front of 123 Maple St., or South Side of
Orchard Park and behind 118 Seabreeze
Cres.)

Complaints against City staff:
City staff are here to help you. When
talking with any City staff member, ask 
for and make a note of their name. If a
complaint arises, having a name, date/time,
description of the incident; and, when
appropriate, vehicle license number/
description will assist me in following up
with that person or their supervisor.

Confidentiality Guaranteed:
All complaints made to my office are kept
strictly confidential. Your name and private
information is never given out to the public
or even other City staff without your
permission. You have my word on it! 
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Complaints Welcomed

Beginning in
December 2008,
you can now
recycle most
styrofoam
packaging and
polystyrene bags.
Specific items
include:

• Foam packaging (hard, white – 
used for cameras, stereos, etc.) 

• Foam cups 
• Foam takeout containers 
• Foam meat trays 
• Foam egg cartons 
• Retail shopping bags (excluding those 

with drawstrings, hard plastic handles 
or metal details).

Keep Shopping Bags Out of Landfills

As part of the City’s waste reduction
strategy, starting June 1, 2009 Toronto

retailers will be required to charge a 5
cent fee (plus tax) for every bag. You
already pay this cost, but it’s hidden in 
the price of the product. By charging a 
fee for bags, the goal is to encourage
more people to use reusable bags or to
forego bags where possible (do you really
need that bag to carry your DVD rental home?). 

Tip: Many people line their household
waste baskets with plastic bags and 
then throw the whole thing in their grey
garbage bin. Plastic bags put in the grey
bin go directly to our overburdened
landfill sites (last year Toronto landfilled
over 460 million plastic bags). Instead,
dump the garbage directly into the grey
bin, reuse your plastic bags or place 
them in the blue bin for recycling. 
Soiled paper towels and tissues can go
into the green bin.

New For the Blue BinRefrigerator 
Round Up
If you are still using an old
second fridge, it could be wasting

up to $150 a year in electricity. If you want
to get rid of your fridge, Toronto Hydro will
pick up your old one for free (it must be in
working condition and still plugged in) –
even dismantle and haul it out of your
basement, if needed. To book an
appointment call 1-877-797-9473. For more
information visit the Toronto Hydro website
at: www.everykilowattcounts.com/
residential/roundup/

Your New Assessment F.A.Q
Q. Why did the City increase my 

Assessed Value?
A. It didn’t. The Assessed Value of every 

property in Ontario is set by the 
Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC) not the City of 
Toronto. MPAC does the assessment 
of over 4.7 million properties across 
Ontario and municipalities are 
required by law to use this data as the 
basis for calculating property taxes.

Q. If my Assessed Value increased will 
my property taxes increase too?

A. Not necessarily. The average 
assessment increase in Toronto was 
5.39% for this year. If your assessed 
value increased by exactly 5.39% you 
will see no change in your taxes as a 
result of the new assessment. If your 
Assessed Value increased by less 
than 5.39% you could see your share 
of the total tax bill decline. 

Q. Is the new assessment good news or 
bad news for Ward 41?

A. For most Ward 41 property owners the
new assessment is good news. 
Assessed Values in our community 
generally increased by less than the 
City average of 5.39% therefore our 
share of the total tax bill will actually 
decrease. Communities like 
Roncesvalles, Parkdale, Queen St. 
West, the Danforth, Riverdale and 
Leslieville, which saw their Assessed 
Values increase by 7% to 9%, will 
likely see their taxes go up as a result 
of the new assessment.

Q. What if I disagree with my new 
Assessed Value?

A. Everyone’s new Assessed Value is 
based on the property’s estimated 
selling price as of January 1, 2008. If 
you feel your property would not have

sold for its Assessed Value on January
1, 2008 or if you think other errors 
have been made, you have a right to 
file a Request for Reconsideration. Call
MPAC at 1 866 296-6722 or visit their 
website at www.mpac.ca. 

Property 
Assessment 
Seminar

Join Councillor Lee and representatives
from MPAC to learn more about your 
new assessment and how you may be
able to reduce it. For individual advice,
please bring your assessment notice.

Thursday January 15, 2009  
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Woodside Square Library

As your City Councillor, it’s my goal to ensure your tax dollars are spent wisely.
Recently, I was appointed to the City’s Audit Committee to help oversee spending
practices. If you know of any instance of misuse or abuse of City resources you can
contact my office or make an anonymous call to the City’s Fraud and Waste Hotline at
(416) 397-STOP (7867) or use the online form at: www.toronto.ca/audit/fraud_hot.htm.

Fraud
and
Waste
Hotline

Get a Free Tree ! 
To help beautify our communities
and improve the local
environment the City 
is offering to plant a free tree on
the boulevard in front of your
home. To order your free tree, 
use the online form at
www.toronto.ca/trees/tree_planting.htm
or call (416) 338-TREE (8733). The
deadline to order your free tree for
Spring 2009 planting season is January
11, 2009.
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Helping Those in Need: Councillor Lee
speaks at the 2008 Hike for Hunger. 
The Agincourt Community Services
Association (ACSA) food bank is in need 
of non-perishable food items this holiday
season. Call ACSA at (416) 321-6912 to
arrange to drop off food.



Friday December 26 - 10 a.m.
Toronto Zoo – Christmas Treats Walk 
(Front Entrance)
See the  reindeer and other animals
receive their seasonal goodies, strolling
carollers, and receive FREE hot chocolate
following the walk (while quantities last).
Please bring a non-perishable food item
for the food bank.  Half Price Admission
for everyone all day! Admission
proceeds on this day go to support the
Endangered Species Fund. Please note
this is an outdoor event.

Wednesday December 31, 2008   
7:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.
Family New Year’s Celebration
Scarborough Civic Centre
150 Borough Drive

Scarborough New Year’s Levee
Sunday January 4, 2009
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Scarborough Civic Ctre – Rotunda
150 Borough Drive

Property Assessment Seminar
Thursday January 15, 2009  
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Woodside Square Library
1571 Sandhurst Circle

Town Hall Meetings

Thursday February 5, 2009,  
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Agincourt Collegiate (Cafeteria)
2621 Midland Ave.

Wednesday February 11, 2009  
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Milliken Park Recreation Centre
4325 McCowan Rd.
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Upcoming Events

Snow Removal
What to Expect in 2008/09

Another Community Improvement: 
Councillor Lee helped the Iroquois Tennis
Club secure much needed City funding to
resurface the aging tennis courts at Iroquois
Park. Good news for local tennis players. 

Community Beautification: Councillor Lee
with Brimley Forest residents at the
Community Garden. Councillor Lee
worked with the community association to
get City funding for this beautification project.

Let’s
Keep 
In Touch

Mail: 100 Queen St. West • Suite A10 • Toronto, Ont. M5H 2N2

Phone: (416) 392-1375 • Fax: (416) 392-7433

Email: Councillor_lee@toronto.ca

Ward 41 is a great place and so are the
people who live here. Congratulations to
some of our noteworthy residents of 2008

Eliza Ang (Iroquois Community)
1st Place, Remembrance Day Poetry 
Contest (Jr. Category)
Royal Canadian Legion
East Toronto Zone

Barbara & Robert Henderson 
(Chartland Community)

2008 Scarborough Trillium 
Garden Award
(Environmental Category)

Chung Kwong Lo (Port Royal Community)
2008 Ontario Senior Achievement Award  

John Stuart (Port Royal Community)
2008 City-wide Garden Award 
(2nd Place)
(Environmental Garden – Residential)

If you know of any other Ward 41 residents
who have been recognized recently for
their outstanding efforts, call and let us
know at (416) 392-1375.  

Ward 41 Winners

As part of my commitment to keep you
informed and involved in the issues
important to our community, I invite you
to sign up for my E-News Updates. In
return, I’ll provide you with timely
information, my comments and opinions,
and links to useful websites. To sign-up,

please send me an email with your name,
home address 
and phone number to
councillor_lee@toronto.ca. Please note
that your email address is kept
confidential and is never shared with
anyone, not even other city staff.

Sign Up for Email Updates @

f

f

f

ff

f
Of the average property tax bill, about $50
is allocated for snow clearing. For your
$50 a year, you can expect to receive the
following level of service:

• Ploughing of side streets begins after 
an accumulation of at least 8 cm. of 
snow and after it has substantially 
stopped snowing. Goal is to clear 
snow within 24 hours of an 8 cm. 
snowfall. Please remove vehicles from 
streets during ploughing operations.

• After accumulation of 2.5 cm of snow, 
expressway ploughing begins, and 
after 5 cm of snowfall, main roads in 
the City are ploughed.  The City’s main
priority is to keep these roads open for
TTC and emergency vehicles.

• Sidewalks, bus stops and transit 
shelters will generally be ploughed 
within 48 hours after a snowstorm.

• Mechanical sidewalk clearing begins 
after 8 cm. accumulation of snow.

• Driveway windrows will be cleared 
after the street has been ploughed. 
Windrows will be cleared just enough 
to allow one car to pass through.

• Prior to a storm, anti-icing trucks are 
sent out to apply a layer of “brine” 
(salt and water) on hills and bridges.  
When the snow starts falling, salt 
trucks begin de-icing main roads and 
expressways and then continue their 
rounds throughout all City streets.

• You can get current snow ploughing 

information at 416-338-SNOW. (This 
telephone line will only be operational 
during a snow ploughing operation). 
Residents may call this number to find 
out how snow ploughing operations 
are progressing.

Did You Know?
• 1000 City employees and 900 

contractors are involved in snow 
clearing activities.

• Average Toronto snowfall: 130 cm. 
Snowfall last year: 209 cm.

• Annual snow removal budget: $68 
million. Extra cost of last year’s 
snowfall: $20 million.

• City clears snow from 5,590 km of 
roadways (equivalent to the distance 
from Montreal to Vancouver) and 
7,945 km of sidewalks.

Don’t Push Your Luck!
Pushing snow onto the public roadway
slows down City snow clearing
machinery, creates a hazard for drivers
and is inconsiderate to your neighbours. 
It is also illegal  and punishable by a 
fine of $360.
“The Ontario Highway Traffic Act, Section
181 : NO PERSON SHALL DEPOSIT SNOW
OR ICE ON A ROADWAY WITHOUT
PERMISSION IN WRITING TO DO SO
FROM THE MINISTRY OR THE ROAD
AUTHORITY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
MAINTENANCE OF THE ROAD. “
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Mayor Miller and Members of
Planning and Growth Committee:

We, the undersigned, are strongly
opposed to any consideration of 
changing zoning and licensing rules 
to allow rooming houses in the
Scarborough Community. We feel
residential neighbourhoods were
designed with families in mind and 
that rooming houses are not a
compatible land use. We urge you 
not to legalize rooming houses in 
the Scarborough Community.

First Name:                         

Last Name:

Address:

Signature:

First Name:                           

Last Name:

Address:

Signature:

Councillor Chin Lee 

(416)-392-1375 • councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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Councillor Chin Lee 
(416) 392-1375                    councillor_lee@toronto.ca                       (416) 392-7433
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