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Sincerely,

Summer 2014

Toronto Caribbean Carnival
July 13 – August 2, 2014 

www.torontocaribbeancarnival.com

Open Streets Toronto
Select Sundays Summer 2014 

8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
www.openstreetsto.org 

FIFA U20 Women’s World Cup
August 5 – 24, 2014

http://toronto2014.fwwc2015.ca/

North Scarborough SummerFest
August 8 – August 10, 2014

Chinese Cultural Centre
5183 Sheppard Ave. E. @ Progress Ave.

Scarborough Town Jazz Festival
August 7 – 10, 2014 at 1:00 P.M.

Albert Campbell Sq. (150 Borough Dr.)

Canadian National Exhibition
August 15 – September 1, 2014

Exhibition Grounds (210 Princes’ Blvd.)
http://theex.com

Buskerfest
August 21 – 24, 2014

www.torontobuskerfest.com

Community Events

Dear Neighbour:

E-mail Updates
Interested in receiving timely updates on 
City issues?  Why not join Councillor Lee's 
monthly E-News Report? To join, send an 
e-mail to councillor_lee@toronto.ca 
indicating your desire to receive the E-
News Report.  Include your name, address, 
postal code and phone number(s).
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By the time you receive this newsletter, there will  still be half the summer left and I hope that you will  take the time 
to explore and get to know our City. 

At the graduation ceremony of the students from Sir Alexander MacKenzie Senior Public  School, I challenged the 
graduating students to get to know the City better and to become more civically-connected, including the 
upcoming Municipal Election this Fall.  I also told them that the future is theirs. Their input is very important in the 
decisions we make at City Hall to ensure that the future and present are brighter for them, and everyone else.

At the recent graduation ceremony for a "Train the Trainer Project: Empower! Learning and Teaching Workers’ 
Rights" class, funded by Toronto, I saw the importance of teaching newcomers about the laws of Canada and 
Ontario. This helps to prevent the exploitation of newcomers. They learned about the benefits of CPP, EI, workers 
rights, etc. However, it is also important to teach them about the revenue sources that are needed to enact and 
uphold our laws, including employment laws, and how these benefits are being paid for. I also hear from 
employers that many times, potential  employees want to be paid in cash so they don't have to pay taxes. Well, 
you cannot collect the benefits if we don't have a source of revenue to pay for them. There are always 2 sides of 
the coin.

I hear about increasing gridlock. Gridlock cannot be solved overnight. Re-timing of the traffic  signals will have to 
be preceded by replacing our 2 very old traffic light control systems, one of which has a computer program that 
dates from the 1960’s.  Previous governments did not invest in replacing these systems in the name of austerity.

Improvements to our public  transit network can reduce gridlock.  However, building this network is expensive. It 
takes a long time to raise the funds and to plan and build it. If we do not do it right, it becomes a boondoggle and 
a waste of tax money.  Simple messages of "subway is the only solution" will  not cut it. There is not enough public 
money to go around when we include the other needs of our residents, so we need to prioritize our spending. We 
need an interconnected network of reasonable and affordable public transit lines, roads, and bike trails.

I have always advocated for improved service on the GTA’s rail  corridors (e.g., two-way, all-day GO train service), 
integrating regional and local  transit fare systems (Presto is coming) and creating viable alternatives for the 
public.  If commuters from Vaughan, Mississauga, Pickering, York Region, Scarborough, Etobicoke, North York, 
etc. had a viable, rapid and affordable alternative, they may get out of their cars and use public transit if the 
network connects them to where they are going.  They may stop driving through our city streets.  Currently, they 
do not have a good alternative.  Furthermore, the people working in the inner and outer suburbs but living 
elsewhere in the GTA also do not have a good public  transit alternative, so they drive too.  For my morning drive 
into the city, northbound traffic  on the 404, from the 401, is worse than southbound traffic  on the DVP.  Gridlock 
on the DVP is equally bad in both directions.  A good number of people do commute to their jobs in the inner and 
outer suburbs from downtown, so these commuters also need an interconnected transit network.

I have always believed in your "right-to-know" information that can impact you, your family and the communities 
around us, even if the final decision does not rest with City Council.  That information can be controversial, but 
you have the right to know, so you can take any actions or make any decisions to mitigate the hazard. Many 
residents learned of the oil  pipeline running along the Hydro Corridor from my newsletter, and I continue to inform 
residents of any cell-phone tower applications, although these decisions do not rest with the city. 

As always, if you have any comments, questions or concerns, please feel free to contact my office at (416) 
392-1375 or councillor_lee@toronto.ca.

Councillor Chin Lee        (416) 392-1375        councillor_lee@toronto.ca

Working for the Residents of Ward 41 - Scarborough Rouge River

City Councillor

Chin LeeChin Lee
INSIDE

Sunday Concert Series
Scarborough Civic Centre | 2 P.M. – 4 P.M

Nuit Blanche
Saturday, October 4, 2014

from sunrise to sunset at various locations
http://www.scotiabanknuitblanche.ca/

Municipal Elections
Monday, October 27, 2014

Photographs 6

Contact
Councillor Chin Lee

Scarborough Civic Centre
150 Borough Drive, Suite 200

Scarborough, Ontario  M1P 4N7

Call:  (416) 392-1375
E-mail:  councillor_lee@toronto.ca
Website:  chinlee41.wordpress.com

http://www.openstreetsto.org
http://www.openstreetsto.org
http://toronto2014.fwwc2015.ca/
http://toronto2014.fwwc2015.ca/
mailto:councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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North Scarborough Green Loop Bike Ride Thursdays at 7 pm.  Meeting place:  tennis court parking lot at Iroquois Park.

Councillor Chin Lee     Ward 41     (416) 392-1375     councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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Scarborough Subway Planning Underway

Above: Kennedy Station opened for service in 1980 and was the 
last subway stop to be built in Scarborough.  The TTC plans to 
construct three more subway stations in Scarborough by 2023.  
Photo credit: Richard Sunichura.

machines from the York University extension for the Scarborough 
subway.

A number of critics of the Scarborough Subway extension have 
stated there is insufficient ridership to justify the line.  Subway lines 
require ridership of 15,000 passengers per hour per direction 
(pphpd) to be economically viable.  In one study, peak ridership is 
projected at 9000 pphpd - 14,000 pphpd by 2031. In 30 years time, 
ridership will be closer to 20,000 pphpd.  The Scarborough Subway 
is closer to meeting this threshold than any other line.  

The City of Toronto will raise $910 million for the Scarborough 
Subway through a 1.6% levy (phased in over 3 years) on property 
taxes and development charges.  Property taxes will contribute $745 
million to the project while development charges will raise $165 
million. This levy will be in effect for 30 years to pay for this 
extension.  

The Federal Government has allocated $660 million for this project 
in Scarborough, but the funding is not tied to inflation.  This will not 
cover inflation to construction costs as the project progresses over 
the next 8 years.    

The Ontario Government is contributing $1.48 billion to the project.  
Provincial funding is tied to inflation and can be as high as  $1.99 
billion by 2023.  However, the City of Toronto is  expected to cover 
$85 million in sunk costs as a result of frequent changes to Toronto's 
transit expansion plans.  

These sunk costs accrued because Metrolinx was forced to 
renegotiate its  contract with Bombardier for 182 light rail vehicles.  
Fewer vehicles  are needed now that the Scarborough RT will be 
replaced with a subway.  The $85 million in sunk costs  also include 

preliminary work to redesign the transfer at Kennedy Station to 
accommodate the LRT line.   

The question of what to do with the Scarborough RT right-of-way has 
been an ongoing and contentious debate.   Your input is appreciated. 

A group has told Scarborough residents that they will get less 
service with the Scarborough Subway because the plan doesn't 
include Ellesmere and Midland Stations.  The Ellesmere SRT Station 
is  the least used station in the TTC's  subway network with only 1140 
daily riders. By comparison, Kennedy Station has 34,300 daily 
commuters. I fail to understand the logic of loss  of service.  
Passengers will just be interchanging at different points.  

It is  likely that Ellesmere buses will be re-routed to the new 
Scarborough Civic Centre Station, instead of the Ellesmere SRT 
Station.  The Scarborough Hospital Main Campus will be served by 
the new Lawrence East Station.  If ridership warrants, express  buses 
on Progress can be used to connect Centennial College to both 
Scarborough City Centre and Sheppard transit.

Downtown Relief Study

Consultations are in progress to study the capacity issues in certain 
parts  of the TTC network.  Item PG33.12 (June 10, 2014 Council 
meeting) authorizes staff to continue with the study, and I moved to 
include off-peak fare pricing into the Terms of Reference.  Providing 
a discounted fare could influence enough riders  to shift their travel to 
off-peak times when there is available capacity.  This method has 
been used by the airline industry with great success, and is  being 
used in time-of-use electricity pricing.  This idea is well argued in a 
recent report called ‘Toronto's Suburban Relief Line’ by Brady Yauch, 
Economist and Executive Director of the Consumer Policy Institute.   

I met with TTC officials on June 9, 2014, to get an update on 
progress on the proposed Scarborough Subway.  I voted in favour of 
replacing the aging Scarborough RT with an extension of the Bloor-
Danforth subway line. Toronto's Transit Commission is currently 
conducting preliminary work on the line. 

The 7.6 km subway extension will see three new stations added to 
the network: Lawrence East, Scarborough City Centre and Sheppard 
East.  I hope a fourth station is added at Eglinton and Danforth.  The 
trip from Kennedy Station to Sheppard East Station will take 10 
minutes. Travelling that same distance currently takes more than 25 
minutes because commuters have to walk up 3 flights  of stairs, wait 
for the Scarborough RT and transfer to the 129 or 199 bus  routes. 
The Scarborough subway will reduce commute times by 15 minutes 
or more. 

Seven additional trains will be needed to serve the extension and to 
maintain current service levels  on the Bloor-Danforth subway.  
Preparation will take 4 years (2014-2017), with construction to begin 
in 2018.  The subway will be running by 2023.  I spoke with a 
Metrolinx engineer who believes the scheduled completion date is 
very aggressive.  The TTC is expecting to reuse the tunnel boring

Around the Ward and Slightly Beyond

Development Proposal for 4665 Steeles Ave. E. (Ward 39):  

Residents living (on the east side of Midland Ave.) close to 4665 
Steeles Ave. E. in the Steeles-Redlea area should have received a 
notice regarding a public meeting on a development proposal at the 
above stated address.

The applicant proposes expanding the existing mall with two 39-
storey residential towers containing 302 units each, one 29-storey 
302 room hotel and approximately 19,237 square metres of retail 
space on the ground and second floor podium.

A total of 1462 parking spaces are proposed.  Two levels of below-
grade parking is proposed for residential and hotel uses and floors 
3 to 7 within the podium is proposed to provide above-ground 
parking for commercial users.

You can view the preliminary report, which gives  direction to staff 
on the proposed development at: http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/
viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2014.PG34.10.

Agincourt Heritage Conservation District:

There is renewed interest in designating the Old Agincourt area as 
a Heritage Conservation District.  This proposed concept would be 
similar to Main Street Unionville but in Ward 41.



	

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Learn more at cancer.ca/BCAM.

Councillor Chin Lee     Ward 41     (416) 392-1375     councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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Transit Update and GO Train Expansion

At a meeting hosted by the Sheppard East Village Business 
Improvement Area, Metrolinx gave an update that it is  nearing 
completion of a study to expand the Stouffville line and plans to 
have all day service by 2020.  Brief presentations were also given 
on the LRT and Scarborough Subway. See:  http://www.shareshepp
ard.ca/node/352 for more information.

The Ontario Government has committed to electrify all of its GO rail 
lines, run two-way, all-day service and increase service frequency 
within an aggressive 10-year time-frame.  

GO service is much faster than subways due to more direct routes, 
less stations, and faster trains. The train ride from Kennedy to Union 
GO Stations is  17 minutes. The same trip on the Bloor-Danforth and 
Yonge subways takes more than 37 minutes.

At the November 2013 Toronto City Council meeting, I submitted 
motion M41.15 directing the Chief Planner to incorporate the report 
"A Vision for the Future" into the City's  Official Plan. The report 
recommends electrifying the entire GO Train network, running two-
way, all-day service and improving service to every 3.5 minutes 
during rush hours and every 15 minutes in off-peak periods.

Above:  GO Transit’s railway corridors have sufficient space to 
accommodate two sets of tracks to implement my plan of two-way, 
all-day GO Train service.  Photo credit:  Chin Lee.

In December 2013, Michael Schabas authored a report for the 
Neptis Foundation titled, "Review of Metrolinx's Big Move," which 
called for increasing service on GO Transit's rail corridors to every 
15 minutes. Both independent reports come to the same conclusion 
as I have – that the GO Train system can provide faster service at a 
fraction of the cost of building subways. The full cost of just the 
Downtown Relief Line is now estimated to be $12 billion.

Any plan to improve GO Train service needs to address a missing 
link in the network:  an east-west line in north Toronto to allow faster 
travel in this corridor without the need to transverse Union Station.

The province's  proposal to increase GO Train service and replace 
diesel trains with electric multiple units will be paid for by a new $15 

billion transit fund, which will reallocate $1.2 billion collected from the 
gas tax and $130 million collected from HST on gasoline and diesel 
fuel on an annual basis.  

To better serve all transit users, and influence transit users' 
behaviour, we must consider variable transit fares, and integrating 
the fare system of the various transit authorities.  With an electronic 
fare system like Presto, that is  possible. At July’s  Toronto City 
Council meeting, I successfully amended motion EX43.18 asking the 
TTC to consider fare reductions for seniors and off-peak users. 

Eglinton Light Rail Transit construction is progressing on schedule.  
There is  a campaign of misinformation about Light Rail Transit going 
around, and I would like to point you to another view-point at http://
lrt.daxack.ca/Myths.html.

Changes to Ontario's Retirement Homes 
Legislation

In 2010, the Government of Ontario modernized the Retirement 
Homes Act, effective 2012, to better protect seniors  living in these 
facilities. Provincial legislative changes requires the City of Toronto 
has to update its  by-laws.  I successfully moved motion MM54.6 at 
July’s Toronto City Council meeting asking staff to report back to 
Council to ensue the City’s compliance with the updated law.

Under the new rules, retirement homes are required to apply for an 
operating license.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  Seniors 
living in retirement homes can expect improved safety and a number 
of protections against abuse.  Sprinkler systems are being installed 
in government run long-term care facilities to increase fire safety for 
residents.  Other safety measures are documented at www.RHRA.ca

The Retirement Homes Regulatory Authority (www.RHRA.ca) is 
responsible for administering the Retirement Homes Act.  The Act 
sets out the RHRA's role, responsibilities and authority.  Moreover, it 
establishes safety standards in Ontario's retirement home industry. 

My query to the RHRA on behalf of some residents resulted in the 
following response:

"Therefore, all retirement homes are subject to city by-laws and must 
operate in accordance with them. Please also note that there is no 
community public consultation when an application is received, nor 
do neighbours have any input into licensing a retirement home. If 
anyone suspects a home is operating without a licence, they should 
report this to the RHRA Intake Department at 1-855-275-7472 or by 
email at info@rhra.ca."

Your Opinion Counts

Your comments on issues and proposals for the Ward are important 
for me to represent your views.  I would like to hear from you about 
the following issues:

Business Out of the Box: A Social Franchise Model: At the 
June Economic Development Committee meeting, the success of 
Market 707 at Scadding Court was presented to the committee, 
with the idea of expanding this concept to 2 pilot locations.  For 
more details, visit:  http://tinyurl.com/otjh889.

Do you think the under-used snack bar in Milliken Park will be a 
good location for such a pilot project?  Will the surrounding 

communities and public using Milliken Park benefit from this? How 
will the surrounding businesses be impacted?  What types of foods 
will be successful?

Community Garden:  There is  a proposal to start a community 
garden in Milliken Park.  This  idea is in the early stages and 
includes the possibility of donating food grown in the community 
garden to local food banks.  What do you think about this proposed 
plan?

Public Lands:  What is  your opinion on leaving certain public lands 
such as  hydro fields and water courses in a natural state rather 
than the current practice of periodically cutting the grass  to create a 
manicured looking lawn?

http://www.sharesheppard.ca/node/352
http://www.sharesheppard.ca/node/352
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Free concerts at the Scarborough Civic Centre every Sunday from 2 P.M – 4 P.M.  Admission is free.

李振光	  	  市議員  Councillor Chin Lee
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November is Diabetes Awareness Month.  Learn more about this disease at diabetes.ca. 5
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李振光	  	  市議員 Councillor  Chin Lee
Scarborough Civic Centre  150 Borough Dr., Suite 200, Toronto, Ontario  M1P 4N7

電話：(416) 392-1375    電郵：	 councillor_lee@toronto.ca 6

Left:  Ward 41 Residents wait in line for popcorn at Councillor Chin Lee, CUPE Local 416 and the Rosewood Taxpayers’ Association’s (RTA) Movie 
Night on June 20, 2014.  Centre:  Courtney Fischer, President of the RTA, and Ward 41 residents wait for the movie to begin.  Right:  Councillor 
Chin Lee attends the Chinese Cultural Centre’s Canada Day celebrations.

 

!"!"!"!" !"#$%& #$%&'(#$%&'(#$%&'(#$%&'('(')*+,-./)*+,-./)*+,-./)*+,-./)01010101)2342567234256723425672342567'
89:;#89:;#89:;#89:;#

• 
• 
• 
• 

 

!"#$%&'(!"#$%&'(!"#$%&'(!"#$%&'()*+,-)*+,-)*+,-)*+,- ....////0120120120123333
!!!!

!
"#$%"&'("#$%"&'("#$%"&'("#$%"&'(!!!!

!
)*+,!)*+,!)*+,!)*+,!-./++.!01/1,.1-./++.!01/1,.1-./++.!01/1,.1-./++.!01/1,.1!!!!

!
234.!567,89+234.!567,89+234.!567,89+234.!567,89+!!!! :;<=>?@:;<=>?@:;<=>?@:;<=>?@!!!!

ABA:CDEF(ABA:CDEF(ABA:CDEF(ABA:CDEF(!!!! GH&'IJKGH&'IJKGH&'IJKGH&'IJK!!!!! ABALABALABALABALMNMNMNMN!!!!!
53OP+/Q+O.53OP+/Q+O.53OP+/Q+O.53OP+/Q+O.!!!! RSTUVWXYRSTUVWXYRSTUVWXYRSTUVWXY!!!!

mailto:councillor_lee@toronto.ca
mailto:councillor_lee@toronto.ca


	

Much of Toronto Hydro's distribution system has been in operation 
for close to 60 years.  

Approximately 30% of Toronto Hydro's  electrical equipment has 
passed its  life expectancy while an additional 27% will reach the 
end-of its life-span by 2030.  Toronto Hydro will need to rebuild 57% 
of its energy distribution infrastructure in the next 16 years  in order to 
keep the lights on.  Undertaking such an extensive and multi-year  
rebuild is  necessary but costly.  The projected price tag of this work 
is $5.6 billion.  

40% of the power outages  are due to this aging infrastructure, 
impacting on service reliability and quality.  The area just south of 
Sheppard Ave. E. and north of Nugget Ave. between McCowan and 
Markham Roads experiences 8 to 11 power outages annually.  The 
area bounded by the Stouffville GO train line in the west, Finch Ave. 
E. in the north, Brimley Rd. in the east and Sheppard Ave. E. in the 
south experiences 12 or more power interruptions  on an annual 
basis.  This situation will only grow worse if our power distribution 
system isn't rebuilt.  

Toronto Hydro will invest more than $12.1 million in Ward 41 this 
year to update our electrical grid.  This capital investment includes 
the following projects:  feeder automation, rebuild underground and 
overhead equipment, pole replacement and switchgear replacement 
and additions.  

An unreliable power supply not only impacts residents, it costs 
businesses money in lost productivity and disrupts  the production 
and distribution of goods and services. Unreliable service could 
result in businesses leaving town or poses a barrier for new 
businesses locating here.  Companies locating in Toronto means 
more jobs and economic prosperity for our residents.  If you consider 
Toronto Hydro's  revenue steam, 75% of revenues is from non-
residential clients while 25% comes from residential clients.

Customer Segment Total Customers Total Revenue

Non-residential 81,090 (11.3%) $2.09 billion (74.7%)

Residential 637,910 (88.7%) $709 million (25.3%)

Reporting a Problem?  Accurate 
Information Helps

When reporting an issue in the community, City and my staff need 
the following information to handle your complaint efficiently and 
expediently:

✦ Exact street address: This information helps  pinpoint the location 
quicker.

✦ City ID number:  All city vehicles (e.g., TTC buses), bus shelters 
and most street lights are numbered. Providing this number 
ensures that we can accurately resolve your complaint.  If the street 
light is not numbered, please provide an address. 

✦ Geographic information:  If you are complaining about a street or 
other city property, please be specific. Include which lane (e.g., curb 
or passing), which direction (e.g., eastbound, westbound, etc.), 
nearest major intersection, which park entrance, etc.

The more accurate information you provide, the quicker we can 
respond to your concerns.  Better information equals better and 
quicker results
 

Open Streets Toronto - www.openstreetsto.org/

Open Streets Toronto is a pilot project that will temporarily transform 
sections of Bloor, Yonge and Church Streets into urban asphalt parks 
on select Sundays this  summer, with 14 'Activity Hubs'. The 
proposed event will take place from 8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.  This event 
is still under development, so please track it at: openstreetsto.org.

You can volunteer for the Pan Am Games at toronto2015.org/volunteer-now.

Councillor Chin Lee     Ward 41     (416) 392-1375     councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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Public Space Grass Cutting in Toronto

My office has  received a number of complaints regarding the lack of 
grass cutting in parts of Ward 41, and throughout Toronto.  Here's 
what you need to know about grass cutting in Toronto.

The City of Toronto has largely contracted out grass cutting to 
private companies to save taxpayers money.  Scarborough 
Transportation District's  grass cutting contract was re-tendered this 
year as  the previous contract ended in 2013.  The lowest bidder that 
met the City's  stated requirements was awarded the new contract, 
which runs to 2019.

Grass cutting hasn't been taking place because the contractor that 
was awarded the work defaulted on its contractual obligations  by 
failing to meet the City's financial performance bond and insurance 
requirements.  City staff are working to resolve this  while also getting 
temporary solutions for this immediate problem.  

Residents have also informed my office that grass cutting occurs 
sporadically in the Ward.  Different City Divisions have different 
service levels when it comes to grass cutting.  

Parks, Forestry and Recreation will cut up to 18 times per season, 
with weekly cuts in the spring, done by seasonal staff.  Toronto 
Water (along watercourses) only cuts  the grass 5 times per season 
while Transportation Services (boulevards and some connection 
walkways, like Milliken Recreational Trail) cuts the grass  6 times a 
season.  Toronto Hydro, Hydro One and other organizations may 
have different schedules.   As a result, one public area may receive 
grass cutting services while an adjacent green space has not, 
because different parties with different service standards are 
responsible for each area.  I have written to city division heads to 
consider some level of co-ordination.

If you see overgrown grass  in the community, call my office at (416) 
392-1375 and my staff will help to resolve the problem.

Election Signs and Your Rights

My office received complaints concerning candidates installing 
election signs on private property without permission during the 2014 
Provincial Election.  Here is what you can do if campaign signs are 
erected on your property (e.g. lawn or fence) without your prior 
approval.

As a courtesy, you can call the candidate's  campaign office and ask 
for the sign to be removed, assuming the candidate made a mistake.  
If the candidate does not remove the election sign, you have the 
right to remove and dispose of the sign yourself.  

Alternatively, you can call 311 to report the unauthorized sign 
placement.  Municipal Licensing and Standards will investigate the 
complaint.  This option takes longer. 

Above:  Councillor Chin Lee participated in the Annual Scarborough 
Canada Day parade near the Scarborough Civic Centre.

Toronto Hydro Investing in Ward 41 to Keep the Lights On

http://www.openstreetsto.org
http://www.openstreetsto.org
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Let’s
Keep In
Touch

Mail:  150 Borough Drive, Suite 200  Scarborough, Ontario.  M1P 4N7

Phone:  (416) 392-1375 E-mail:  councillor_lee@toronto.ca

Website:  chinlee41.wordpress.com

8Twitter:  @CncllrChinLee

Our Environment
 
5 R's – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recovery before Refuse

Reducing our use of scarce resources  will help our environment, in 
addition to saving you money.  As all these resources cost money, 
using less means paying less.  This includes water, natural gas, 
electricity, garbage, gasoline, etc.

Recently, I had a resident say to me that he had to be more 
environment-friendly than his City Councillor, so I have decided to 
list my use of these resources to see how your household compares 
to mine.  Admittedly, there are many factors that determine your 
household's  usage, including size/type of home, number of people, 
etc.  

At the end of May, my YTD (year-to-date) electricity use is 3055 
units (peak-time – 383 units, mid-period – 361 units and low-period – 
2312 units). I use an electricity-heated hot water tank.  My water use 
after my first utility bill was  22.36 units, and I use the smallest grey 
garbage bin.  My home heating gas bill shows 2350 units used for 
2014 YTD.  I recently bought a re-sale hybrid car and my gasoline 
usage is 6.3 litres per 100 km in the summer.

I am considering running a contest for households in Ward 41 who 
best me, but it is rather difficult to evaluate who has a smaller 
ecological footprint.  I will have to ask experts to come up with a way 
of evaluating ecological footprint in the use of the above resources.

Caneast hosted a "Recycle Your Electronics " event at Woodside 
Square on the weekend of April 26 – 27. I was there to support 
them.  The group collected 95,900 kg of electronic waste that 
weekend from Ward 41 residents – a record-breaking feat.

On Sunday, June 8, 2014, I hosted my Community Environment Day 
at Nashdene Yard. The backyard compost went quickly and was 
gone by 1 P.M.  Ward 41 residents dropped off 3280 kg of old 

electronics and 3450 kg of hazardous  waste.  In total, 43 green bins 
were distributed – 42 of those were exchanges.  One new resident 
joined our community and picked up a green bin.  Also, 426 
residents attended the event with 120 people using Hotz Harzardous 
Waste's services.

Long-Term Solid Waste Management Strategy

In June, Toronto hosted the first round of consultations on the long-
term solid waste management strategy and this consultation will 
continue until 2015.  You can read about this  and provide your input.  
The URL is too long, so please Google "Toronto Waste Management 
Strategy", to find the City of Toronto’s webpage to learn more about 
this  initiative, sign up to receive updates and help decide the best 
way to safely and responsibly manage garbage in Toronto over the 
next 30 to 50 years.
 
Don't Pollute Your Drinking Water 

We have received complaints  from residents about neighbours 
pouring unknown substances down storm catch basins.  If you see 
someone doing this, please stop them, and ask them what it is.  
They could be polluting our drinking water.

The catch basins on the roads and backyards in Ward 41 are for rain 
that falls  in the area.  The water mostly drains directly into our 
waterways without treatment and eventually ends up in Lake 
Ontario.  Lake Ontario supplies  drinking water to Toronto and many 
other cities.  Any substance that is  poured into these basins  will 
likely end up in your drinking water.

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Policy Consultation

The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) has 
developed a draft version of its Living City Policies.  During the past 
year, the TRCA has held consultations with stakeholders to develop 
the draft policy document. The public is  invited to comment on it at 
www.trca.on.ca/LCP.  

Summary of  Recent Articles from my E-
Newsletter

My E-News, which I have been sending via e-mail, contains many 
more timely updates and I encourage you to sign up for this.  Below 
are summaries of some recent items in my E-news.

Water Metre Upgrades Underway in Ward 41

Residents should have been contacted by the City of Toronto to 
upgrade their water metre to a new automated version which 
transmits  your water use directly to the City, eliminating manual 
steps.  To find out more information, please visit toronto.ca/water 
meterprogram.  Installations are expected to take 30 minutes.
 
Some residents have asked for monthly water bills since we have 
more updated usage data available.  I submitted a motion to request 
staff to look into this option for clients who are willing to switch to 
electronic billing and payment.

TTC Looking into Low Income Transit Fares

The Toronto Transit Commission and the City of Toronto's Social 
Development Division are looking to develop a policy framework on 
low-income transit fares.  I will be requesting that seniors be 
included for discount transit fares.

Lead Water Pipes and Your Health

Lead in drinking water affects homes built before the mid-1950's 
when residential water service pipes were commonly made of lead.  
It has come to my attention that St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Catholic 
School has this problem and they have taken temporary measures 
to provide safe drinking water while a permanent solution is 
implemented.  

To learn more about this and other ways that the City is working to 
reduce lead in drinking water, visit toronto.ca/leadpipes or call 311.

Left: Councillor Chin Lee and the City of Toronto hosted 
a Community Environment Day at Nashdene Yard on 
Sunday, June 8, 2014.  

Right:  Ward 41 residents collect backyard compost at 
Chin Lee’s Community Environment Day.  The compost 
went quickly and was gone by 1 P.M.  

Photo credit:  Richard Sunichura.
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