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Save the Date
Toronto Public Library
Adult Book Club
Tuesday, May 6, 2014
1:30 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.
Woodside Square Library
ArtFest at the Distillery
May 17 – 19, 2014
11:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Distillery District
(Mill St. – Front St./Parliament St.)
Doors Open Toronto
May 24 – May 25, 2014
www.doorsopenontario.on.ca
Councillor Lee’s Environment Day
Sunday, June 8, 2014
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Nashdene Yard (70 Nashdene Rd.)
Councillor Lee’s Movie Night
Friday, June 20, 2014
8:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M.
75 Alexmuir Blvd. (Baseball Field)

Councillor Chin Lee

Happy Easter to Christians who observe this holiday which marks the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. My staff and I would like to extend best wishes to those in our community who celebrate
Easter.
It was a tough winter and finally the weather is getting warmer. The December ice-storm cleanup continues. If you still have fallen debris, bundle any trunks less than 6 inches in diameter
and leave them at the curb on yard-waste collection days. I contracted a company to cleanup
my ice-storm debris, and it cost me $1,400 because 3 of my large trees had to be trimmed.
The first 3 months of 2014 have indeed been busy. In January, the 2014 Budget was finalized
and in February and early March, I was working with residents on an OMB hearing in
opposition to a proposed in-fill townhouse development on Midland Avenue. The OMB hearing
lasted 5 days and the decision on the proposal is still pending. It was emotionally exhausting
for those most impacted by the proposal.
There are 2 other proposed high-density developments close by, one at 23 Glen Watford Drive
and another at 4181 Sheppard Ave E., on the south-west corner of Sheppard and Midland.
There will be pressures for higher density developments along Sheppard due to proposed
higher order public transit coming in the future. The higher the order of transit, the denser the
proposed developments. The approved (but not yet started) Scarborough Subway extension
will also mean additional development pressures around the Sheppard/McCowan area. But to
build higher orders of transit, we will have to raise revenues to fund these infrastructure
improvements. The decision to fund each individual transit project and raise the needed
revenue is in the hands of the majority on City Council, the Provincial Legislature, and Federal
Parliament.
This year, I have moved my Ward 41 Environment Day to the Nashdene Yard compound at 70
Nashdene Road on Sunday, June 8. The Scarborough District CRC’s are initiating a Customer
Service Enhancement Program, and the Staff at the Community Centres will be connecting
with residents on this initiative. Ward 41 is included in Local Air Quality Studies this year, going
into next. To find out more, please visit http://www.toronto.ca/localairquality . With the warm
weather comes road construction season, so please see http://map.toronto.ca/maps/map.jsp?
app=TorontoTraffic for road restrictions.
Municipal elections will be conducted in every municipality in Ontario on Monday, October 27th,
and I encourage everyone to learn more by visiting http://www.toronto.ca/elections.
As always, if you have any comments, questions or concerns, please feel free to contact my
office. My staff and I look forward to assisting you.

Sincerely,

Councillor Chin Lee
Ward 41 - Scarborough Rouge-River

E-mail Updates

Contact

Interested in receiving timely updates on
City issues? Why not join Councillor Lee's
monthly E-News Report? To join, send an
e-mail to councillor_lee@toronto.ca
indicating your desire to receive the ENews Report. Include your name, address,
postal code and phone number(s).

(416) 392-1375

Councillor Chin Lee
Scarborough Civic Centre
150 Borough Drive, Suite 200
Scarborough, Ontario M1P 4N7
Call: (416) 392-1375
E-mail: councillor_lee@toronto.ca
Website: chinlee41.wordpress.com

councillor_lee@toronto.ca
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Cycling Safely in the City
The City of Toronto currently lacks an extensive network of
interconnected cycling infrastructure such as bike lanes and trails.
Under the Highway Traffic Act, bicycles are considered vehicles and
cyclists must ride on the road, not on the sidewalk. When riding in
mixed-traffic it is important to keep some safety tips in mind.
Cyclists under 18-years of age are required to wear a helmet by law
or risk a $75 fine. Adult cyclists should also wear a helmet because
the majority of riders who are killed or seriously injured in traffic
collisions were not wearing one.
A helmet's effectiveness increases if it is being worn properly. The
helmet should not be placed too far back or too far forward on your
head. It cannot protect you if your forehead or the back of your
head are exposed. The helmet's buckles must also fit snuggly
under your chin, otherwise the helmet is being worn incorrectly.
It is important to wear clothing that will not get caught in the wheels,
chain or gears of the bicycle otherwise it can lead to falls and injury.
When riding at night, cyclists need to make themselves visible to
motorists by wearing light-coloured or reflective clothing that glows
in the dark. They also need to use a white front light and a red rear
light or reflector 30 minutes before sunset to 30 minutes after
sunrise. Improper bicycle lighting can lead to a $30 fine.
In warm summer weather, riding is an intense physical activity.
Wear sunscreen while cycling and carry a water bottle at all times.
Drink one bottle of water every 20 minutes to prevent dehydration.
The majority of traffic accidents involving cyclists occur at
intersections during afternoon rush hours. Be careful when turning
at intersections. Ride in a straight line and look ahead so you can
spot and avoid hazards on the road. Perform a shoulder check and
signal before turning or making lane changes.

Above: Cycling infrastructure such as the Scarborough Railpath,
pictured above, keep different modes of traffic separate, making the
roads safer for everyone. Photo credit: Richard Sunichura.
A City of Toronto by-law allows cyclists with a tire size of 24-inches
or less to ride on the sidewalk. The intent of this by-law is to allow
children to learn to ride in a safe environment. Cyclists with bicycle
tire sizes over 24-inches must ride on the road. Riding a bicycle on
the sidewalk can result in a $90 fine and aggressive cyclists whose
actions are a danger to others can be charged with careless driving.
Riding on the sidewalk is very dangerous and can result in serious
injury if a cyclist hits a pedestrian.
It’s a common sight in parts of Toronto to see cyclists proceed
through an intersection on a red light. This is dangerous for cyclists
and pedestrians. Cyclists are at risk of being hit by other vehicles.
Similarly, pedestrians crossing the intersection are at risk of being
hit by cyclists. Cyclists must obey traffic signals and stop at red
lights behind the white stop line.

Power-assisted Bikes Permitted on Roads and Bicycle Lanes, Prohibited on Trails
The proliferation of alternate modes of transportation has created
confusion for Torontonians in regards to where they can use their
power assisted bicycles: on roads, bicycle lanes, multi-use trails or
sidewalks.

Toronto City Council recently amended the City’s bicycle lane bylaws to allow e-bikes under 40 kg to use the City’s on-street bicycle
lanes. The City will monitor e-bikes operating on on-street bike
lanes to identify any safety issues that need to be addressed.

Public roads and highways are legislated by the Province of Ontario
under the Highway Traffic Act. The Province amended the Act to
allow electric bicycles to operate on the province’s roads and
highways. When the motor is running, power assisted bicycles are
considered motor vehicles and must share the road with automobile
traffic

Electric bikes are only permitted on multi-use trails if the motor is off
and they are propelled by muscle power. Any rider, who uses an
electric bike on a multi-use trail with the motor on, is subject to a
$305 fine.

Bicycle lanes and multi-use trails are governed by the City of
Toronto's bylaws, not provincial legislation. Motorized vehicles are
prohibited from using the City's bicycle lanes and multi-use trails.

Bicycles and electric bikes are prohibited from the City's sidewalks
as these fast moving vehicles pose a risk to pedestrian safety.
Obey the law or it could cost you.

Bikeway Trails Project to Extend Multi-Use Trail in Ward 41
Toronto City Council approved the Bikeway Trails Project, which
proposes expanding the City's off-street multi-use trail network by
100 km. A multi-use trail already runs through Ward 41 along the
Finch Hydro Corridor, just south of McNicoll Ave.
The 4.2 km trail currently runs from Silver Springs Blvd. in Ward 39
to Middlefield Rd. in Ward 41. The City is looking to extend the trail
by 4.7 km from Middlefield Rd. to the Scarborough Railpath Trail on
Morningside Ave. in Ward 42. This would provide residents with

more recreational infrastructure that would allow them to pursue
healthy and active lifestyles.
One of our local residents, Erhard Kraus, approached the City of
Toronto to set-up the North Scarborough Green Loop in Wards 39,
40 and 41. The Green Loop is not part of the Bikeway Trails Project
but will add 9 km of on-street and off-street bicycle trails in Agincourt
and L'Amoreaux. The North Scarborough Green Loop is set to
open on May 24, 2014. Stay in the loop at
https://www.facebook.com/nsgreenloop.

Give the gift of life. Visit beadonor.ca or call (416) 363-4001 to register.
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Toronto Public Library to Open New Branch, Launches Adult Book Club
The Toronto Public Library will open its 100th branch near the Scarborough Civic Centre in the fall of this year. This state-of-the-art, 14,500 sq.
foot facility, will have a collection of 50,000 items and is projected to cost $8.8 million. For more information, visit:
http://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/renovations/scarborough-centre-branch.jsp.
Join the Toronto Public Library's Adult Book Club at the Woodside Square branch. Members meet from 1:30 P.M. to 2:30 P.M. on the first
Tuesday of every month. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at the Woodside Square branch – 1571 Sandhurst Circle.
Left: The Toronto Public Library’s
Scarborough Civic Centre Branch is
currently under construction near
Scarborough Town Centre. Photo
credit: Richard Sunichura.
Right: Woodside Square hosts an
Adult Book Club on the first Tuesday
of every month at 1:30 P.M. Photo
credit: Richard Sunichura.

Connect with me Online
Ward 41 residents now have additional ways to connect with me. You can visit my website at http://chinlee41.wordpress.com for the latest
updates from City Hall. Click on the "News" tab to view my latest posts.
You can follow me on twitter at @CncllrChinLee or subscribe to my YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.com/user/councillorchinlee. You
can also browse photographs on my Flickr photostream http://www.flickr.com/photos/councillorchinlee41/ or like my Facebook Page. Visit
the "Media" section of my website for more details.

Toronto Hydro’s Life Support Notification
Program
Residents who depend on electrically-powered medical equipment
can be placed on Toronto Hydro's registry of customers who are in
need of alternate power sources in cases of planned power outages.
Customers whose names appear in this registry can expect to
receive notifications from the utility company advising them of
scheduled power outages. This advance notice allows them to make
arrangements for back-up power to support medical equipment.
It is important to note that this program applies only to planned
power outages and does not cover unexpected disruptions to the
hydro-electric system such as blackouts like last December's ice
storm outage.
There is no way to guarantee an uninterrupted supply of electricity
100% of the time as unpredictable events such as severe weather,
lightning and equipment failure can cause unexpected blackouts.
If you or a loved one is dependent on an electric-powered medical
device, it is imperative to make arrangements to be prepared for
unforeseen power outages.

Call Before You Dig
Before you dig or excavate on your property, call Ontario One Call –
it's the law!
"The Ontario Underground Infrastructure Notification Act, 2012"
requires anyone undertaking a dig or excavation to call Ontario One
Call to locate and identify all underground utilities within the dig
area.
Requests to identify and find the location of underground
infrastructure are free and can be made by calling 1-800-400-2255.
Homeowners or contractors who fail to call Ontario One Call put
themselves and their neighbours at risk of serious injury or death
because they do not know the location of underground
infrastructure. Hitting a gas line poses a dangerous risk to our
communities.
Last year, more than 250 gas line damages were reported to
Enbridge Gas Distribution because of unsafe excavation practices.
This includes homeowners who did not phone Ontario One Call to
locate and identify underground utilities.
To protect us all, make the call.

For more information on how to apply to this program and how to
prepare for unexpected blackouts, visit: http://tinyurl.com/k2fb5y6.

What is Live Green Toronto?
Live Green Toronto is a community grant program that provides partial funding to community groups that develop projects and services that
are beneficial to the environment, cut greenhouse gas emissions and help the City's neighbourhoods adapt to climate change.
The types of projects that have been approved vary considerably and include but are not limited to community vegetable gardens, local urban
farming initiatives, new renewable power generation techniques, tree planting and energy conservation. For more information on the Live
Green Toronto Program, visit: http://www.toronto.ca/livegreen/greenneighbourhood_rebates_cip.htm#a6

April is Autism Awareness Month. Learn more at autismsocietycanada.ca.
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Report potholes by calling 311 or online at toronto.ca/311. Download the ClickFix App.
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and Property Tax Increase Cancellation Programs.
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!Seniors and disabled persons may be eligible for the Property Tax Deferral
!
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Neptis Foundation Agrees: GO Trains Faster, Cheaper than Subways
I have been a strong advocate of using the GO train network to
provide better service to Torontonians. You may recall that I spoke
about this same topic at length in my Winter 2013/2014 newsletter.
On December 11, 2013, the Toronto Star reported that Michael
Schabas authored a report for the Neptis Foundation titled, "Review
of Metrolinx's Big Move." Schabas comes to a similar conclusion as
I have – that GO Transit's rail corridors can provide faster trips to
downtown Toronto at a fraction of the cost of the downtown relief
line and it can connect every part of the Toronto Region.
Toronto Star news reporter, Laura Kane, reviewed the report and
provided the following details of Schabas' analysis. The first phase
of the downtown relief line from Pape to Union stations would attract
53,600 commuters and would cost $3.2 billion. The full line from
Don Mills and Eglinton to Dundas West station would cost $7.4
billion.
Meanwhile, connecting Main Street (TTC) and Danforth (GO)
stations with a pedestrian walkway, running 10 to 15 trains between
Danforth and Union GO stations in peak periods and integrating
fares would cost $100 million on the Lakeshore East GO train line.
As I mentioned in my previous newsletter, operating two-way, allday GO train service on the Stouffville line will benefit Ward 41
residents and will cost $740 million or 10% of the cost of the
downtown relief line. We need to start looking at more cost effective
and beneficial alternatives to subway construction as I argued at
Toronto City Council in May 2013. You can view the video on my

Toronto to Host Pan Am Games in 2015
Southern Ontario's Golden Horseshoe will play host to the Americas
in 2015 as the Pan Am Games comes to 15 municipalities across
the region.
From July 10 – 26, 2015, over 11,000 athletes will compete in 51
sports from Welland to Oshawa and Toronto to Minden Hills. The
Parapan Am Games will occur from August 7 – 14, 2015.
The Games will leave a lasting legacy across the Golden
Horseshoe. The event will create 26,000 jobs, see the construction
of 10 new sporting venues, renovations to 15 existing venues, the
construction of 253 new affordable housing rental units, 787 market
housing units and a new 18 acre park – Corktown Common.
Under the Showcase Program Initiative, the Pan Am Games will
also leave a lasting impact in other ways. The Bixi network will be
expanded with the addition of 20 stations while the multi-use,
recreational Pan Am Path will connect over 80 km of Toronto's trails.

Above: The Stouffville GO train line can transport commuters to
downtown Toronto more quickly than TTC bus and subway routes.
Photo credit: Richard Sunichura.
YouTube channel at http://tinyurl.com/kz9mykz. You can also read
the Neptis Foundation report at:
http://www.neptis.org/publications/review-metrolinxs-big-move.

Pan Am Games sites and the construction of the Cherry Street
streetcar line.
Scarborough will play host to events such as aquatics, fencing and
wheelchair tennis, which will take place at the Pan Am Aquatics
Centre and the UTSC Tennis Centre respectively. The Pan Am
Aquatic Centre and Field House is a new $205 million venue under
construction at the University of Toronto Scarborough Campus.
Hosting this world-class event is expected to cost $1.4 billion. The
City's investment in the 2015 Pan Am Games is $96.5 million, which
has leveraged private sector investment of $252 million. The total
investment in the City's recreational infrastructure is $348 million.
As part of this investment, Scarborough's Birchmount Stadium will
receive track upgrades.
The Pan Am Torch Relay will run from May 1 – July 10, 2015 while
tickets for the Games go on sale in November 2014.
Are you interested in volunteering for the Pan Am Games? If so,
sign-up at: www.toronto2015.org/volunteer.

The City will also benefit from the Pan Am Park Splash Pad at
Exhibition Place, improvements to horticulture and landscaping at

Councillor Chin Lee & Local 416 Movie Night
Free Movie Night and Free Popcorn
Friday, June 20, 2014
8:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Catholic
School Baseball Field
75 Alexmuir Blvd.
Please join us for a special viewing of
“Frozen”
Don’t forget to bring your blankets, lawn
chairs and non-alcoholic beverages.

Your Opinion Counts
Your comments on issues and proposals for the Ward are
important for me to represent your views.
A medical marijuana commercial grower is interested in renting
industrial space in Ward 41. The City of Toronto's Planning
Department is developing zoning regulations that would permit
this type of business in existing industrial employment areas.
However, these facilities cannot be located close to residential
areas, schools and parks. What are your views on this issue?
StreetARToronto is an anti-graffiti program that prevents tagging
on public spaces by commissioning public art. It beautifies the
streetscape. What’s your opinion on artists painting public murals
on the railway overpass near Agincourt GO Station for example?

Enterprise Toronto can help you start and grow your small business. To get started call (416) 396-7169.
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New Parking Regulations Effective in 2014

ticket fines were cut in half. This indicates that repeat parking
offenders are appealing all of their tickets to pay a lesser fine.

The City of Toronto has enacted a series of new parking regulations.
These include increasing fines for motorists who commit parking
offenses during rush hours, moving to a fixed fine system for
parking tickets, towing habitual parking ticket offenders and fines for
vehicles with expired license plates.

Moving to a fixed fine system will reduce the amount of parking
ticket trail requests allowing other residents to access the court
system in a more timely manner. Moreover, it reduces court costs
for taxpayers as fewer resources will be wasted on frivolous trial
requests as some of these offenders have learned how to use the
system to their advantage.

Vehicles that are stopping, standing or parked on busy commuter
routes during rush hours, in any area with time restricted parking,
are subject to a $150 fine. Rush hours are defined as 6:00 A.M. –
10:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. These new regulations apply
to motorists that block both roads and bicycle lanes.
Unlawfully standing, stopping or parking on the City's roads during
rush hours contributes to traffic congestion, which costs the
economy money in lost productivity. It also prevents Torontonians
from getting to work and home sooner to spend more time with their
families. Reducing gridlock is better for air quality and the
environment.
More than 76% of ticket recipients make multiple trial requests in a
year. In 60% of cases where appellants are convicted, parking

In January 2014, Toronto launched the habitual offender towing
initiative. Under this program, Toronto Police Services will tow
illegally parked automobiles where the owner has 3 or more unpaid
parking tickets and at least 120 days have elapsed since the latest
unpaid ticket infraction.
The final parking regulation change involves expired license plates.
Toronto is committed to ensuring that cars parked on city streets are
safe and licensed. That's why we're making it illegal for automobiles
without valid license plates to park on city streets.
This initiative deters illegal parking and owners abandoning their
vehicles on city streets at taxpayers' expense. Automobile owners
who violate this by-law are subject to a $40 fine.

Around the Ward and Slightly Beyond

south side of Sheppard Ave. E. is reserved for future mixed-use
development.

17-19 Glen Watford Dr.: The CareFirst Adult Day Program has
opened new facilities near Sheppard Ave. E. and Brimley Rd. This
program works collaboratively with CareFirst’s Geriatric Assessment
and Intervention Network to provide superior service to seniors.

4401 Sheppard Ave. E.: Shanghai Dim Sum on Sheppard Ave. E.
and Brimley Rd. has applied to the City to expand its kitchen and
dining area. This will add 1269 ft2 of floor space to the restaurant.

96 State Crown Blvd.: Milliken Auto Centre has applied to build an
addition to their existing facility to expand their business operations.
The 112 m2 expansion will accommodate auto body repair and
painting and ancillary vehicle sales operations.
321 Silver Star Blvd.: The City is reviewing plans for a 1-storey
retail building and 6-storey office building.
1385 Huntingwood Dr.:
Tropicana Community Services is
renovating their facilities to provide additional office space, a
resource library, an art studio, computer rooms, program rooms and
a gymnasium. This social services organization provides programs
and services to youth in north Scarborough. Phase one of the
project, renovating the office space, has been completed. Phase
two is underway.
2201 McCowan Rd.: Approval has been granted for a new gas
station and car wash on this vacant lot.
2940 Markham Rd.: A 2-storey, 1040 m2 addition is proposed for
New Line Gospel Church. This extension will provide church staff
and volunteers with adequate office and storage space.
4150 Finch Ave. E.: The Chinese Professionals Association of
Canada's renovation of this office building saw the addition of 3 new
classrooms for immigrant certification courses. The project was
funded by the Ontario Trillium Grant.
4181 Sheppard Ave. E.: Mi-Ko Urban Consulting Inc. proposes
constructing 88 townhouse units on 7 blocks, in phase 1, a park on
1 block and public roads and lanes on the site of the former flea
market at Sheppard Ave. E. and Midland Ave. One block on the

Let’s
Keep In
Touch

4548 Sheppard Ave. E.: A 1-storey place of worship is under
construction on this vacant plot of land.
4665 Steeles Ave. E. in Ward 39: A mixed-use development is
proposed for this site consisting of a hotel with 302 suites, 2
condominium towers with 604 units in total and 20,000 m2 of retail
space.
Cell Tower: An application has been filed to install a cellular
telecommunications tower at 2801 Midland Avenue in Ward 41.
Telecommunications fall under the jurisdiction of the Government of
Canada. The Radiocommunications Act is administered by Industry
Canada. A public consultation will be undertaken and residents
living within 120 m of the proposed tower will receive a public
consultation notice.
Marydale Ave. in Markham, Ontario: A residential development
for 136 townhouses is proposed for Marydale Ave. northwest of
Markham Rd. and Steeles Ave. E. in the City of Markham.
Project Revlis, Phase 2: Toronto Hydro will be energizing the new
underground electrical system on Bethany Leigh Dr., Whitney Castle
Cres., Silbury Dr., Wessex Place and Path Hill Place from mid-April
to late-December. Please exercise caution. This project will improve
service reliability and reduce power outages in the long-term but
may result in periodic power interruptions in the short-term.
Project Sandhurst: Toronto Hydro is planning on rebuilding the
subterranean electrical system between McNicoll Ave. and
Sandhurst Circle on McCowan Rd. The project will commence in
May with an expected completion date of November 2014, weather
permitting. Periodic power outages may occur during this time.

Mail: 150 Borough Drive, Suite 200
Phone: (416) 392-1375

Scarborough, Ontario. M1P 4N7

E-mail: councillor_lee@toronto.ca

Website: chinlee41.wordpress.com
Twitter: @CncllrChinLee
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