
	

Sincerely,

2013/2014 Winter

Budget Consultation Meeting
Tuesday, January 14, 2014 

7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Agincourt Community Recreation Centre

Budget Consultation Meeting
Tuesday, January 21, 2014

7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Milliken Park Community 

Recreation Centre

Free Toronto Public Health Flu Clinics
Tuesday, January 7, 2014

Saturday, January 25, 2014
Scarborough Civic Centre

3:00 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 

Save the Date

Contact
Councillor Chin Lee

Scarborough Civic Centre
150 Borough Drive, Suite 200

Scarborough, Ontario  M1P 4N7

Call:  (416) 392-1375
Fax:  (416) 392-7433

E-mail:  councillor_lee@toronto.ca

Dear Neighbour:

E-mail Updates
Interested in receiving timely updates on 
City issues?  Why not join Councillor Lee's 
monthly E-News Report? To join, send an 
e-mail to councillor_lee@toronto.ca 
indicating your desire to receive the E-
News Report.  Include your name, address, 
postal code and phone number(s).

Titillate Your Taste Buds
at Winterlicious

Celebrate the culinary brilliance of the 
City's  restauranteurs' at Winterlicious. 
This premier cul inary partnership 
between the City and local restaurants 
runs from January 31st to February 13th, 
2014 boasting scrumptious prix fixe 
menus to one-of-a-kind culinary events. 
For a list of participating restaurants, visit: 
www.toronto.ca/special_events/
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As 2013 draws to a close and we head into the Christmas and Holiday Season, I, my family and my 
staff, would like to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and A Happy New  Year - full of  peace, 
harmony, prosperity and the best of good health.

Last winter, my year-end message was about the issue of leadership and as you have seen in the 
media, that issue is even more pressing now.  City Council had 3 special meetings to deal with this 
very issue.  The City of Toronto Act, Section 131, states that one of the main roles of Toronto City 
Council is "to consider the well-being and interests of the City". 

The City Manager issued a message to city staff where he wrote, "On November 15, Council 
amended its own bylaws to suspend the power of  the Mayor and to appoint the Deputy Mayor and 
the Chairs of the City’s Standing Committees. Council also delegated responsibilities to the Deputy 
Mayor with respect to the recruitment process for the City’s Accountability Officers. In addition, 
Council delegated authority to the Deputy Mayor to act on behalf  of  Council in the event of  a major 
emergency."  He continues, "At Monday's Special Council meeting, City Council temporarily removed 
some of the Mayor's other powers and duties that are not assigned by statute. Suspending a 
provision in its procedure bylaw, Council decided that the Deputy Mayor would be assigned to the 
role of  Chair of the City’s Executive Committee. The Mayor remains a member of the City's Executive 
Committee."

Going into the November 13 Council meeting, I was still of the opinion that the motions asking Mayor 
Ford to seek a leave of  absence and reducing his authorities were premature.  I had wanted to give 
Mayor Ford time to consider his own actions and do the right thing for Toronto. Then he started 
acting up at Council and in the media. The Councillors who were the harshest critics of Mayor Ford 
were the Councillors who had stood by him for the longest time. They all felt let down by him.  Deputy 
Mayor Kelly stayed clear of  questioning Mayor Ford - he was APPOINTED by Ford to be his deputy, 
NOT elected by Council.  Deputy Mayor Kelly also voted to reduce the Mayor's powers in the end. 
Neutral Councillors, like myself, were warned (some call it threatened) not to vote for the motions as 
the Fords will get Ford Nation to work against us in the next election. They have continued to try 
bullying Councillors into supporting them.
 
I was on the Budget Committee which delivered the 2011, 2012 and 2013 cost-saving budgets, 
without reducing important services.  On the Employee and Labour Relations Committee, we worked 
on bringing in the union contracts in 2012.  TTC Chair Councillor Stintz agreed with me to extend the 
Scarborough Subway into Ward 41. Going forward, City Council will continue the initiatives to update 
Toronto's Official Plan, reduce gridlock, build a good transit network, city building, etc. 

On the local scene, I commend volunteers who have come forward with initiatives, whether it is Food 
Bank Drive, Litter Prevention, Green Cycling Loop, Parks Improvement, etc. There are also many 
organizations in Ward 41 which provide many needed services with volunteers. Many thanks to these 
volunteers.  I hope to be able to list some of the organizations in my next newsletter.
 
As always, if you have any questions or comments about anything in this newsletter or if  I can be of 
assistance with any municipal matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. I Iook forward to hearing 
from you.

Councillor Chin Lee
Ward 41 - Scarborough Rouge-River

The Role of City Council 3



	

Extending the Bloor-Danforth line into Ward 41 is  the best transit 
expansion option for replacing the SRT.  The subway extension can 
be built while the SRT remains  in operation. Under the previous 
plan, the SRT would have been replaced with an LRT line on the 
same route, shutting down the SRT for four to five years and 
consigning commuters to buses during construction.  

The TTC would have to buy additional buses to deal with the shut 
down and transport of commuters. From a customer service 
standpoint, the proposed subway extension is  the best solution to 
replacing the obsolete Scarborough RT.  This  will introduce even 
greater capacity pressure at Yonge/Bloor station, and the solution 
for this is  still the expansion of the GO system – see related article 
on that.  

Contrary to promises made to build subways with private money, 
none has been forthcoming. The reality is private businesses will not 

invest in subways because it will not provide them with a return on 
investment. The taxpayer will pay for this new subway extension 
instead and you will be paying in three different ways.

Queen's Park (meaning all Ontario taxpayers) will contribute $1.48 
billion to the project while the Federal Government (all Canadian 
taxpayers) will contribute $660 million.  The City of Toronto will 
borrow $900 million for the project and will raise property taxes by 
2.5% to be phased in over 3 years to repay the loan.  For the next 
30 years, all Toronto taxpayers will pay the subway surcharge on 
their property tax bill.  

This  change of direction will mean additional sunk cost and maybe 
contract cancellation costs. Most Ward 41 residents prefer this 
subway extension, even knowing of these additional wasted costs.  
And if other parts  of the GTA get approved for more subways, the 
taxes will increase even more.

Extension of Bloor-Danforth Subway into Ward 41 Planned
Plans are underway to extend the Bloor-Danforth 
subway line from Kennedy Station to the intersection 
of McCowan Road and Sheppard Avenue East.  This 
new subway extension will replace the existing 6.4 
km Scarborough RT (SRT) route.  

The Scarborough RT is over capacity during rush 
hours, carrying 4500 passengers per hour per 
direction (pphpd). The Toronto Transit Commission 
(TTC) only has the original 7 four-car train sets 
available for service on the line, limiting the RT's 
capacity to 4000 pphpd. This  results  in an 
uncomfortable ride as commuters  have to cram into 
the overcrowded RT trains. 

All electrical type transit vehicles (subways, street-
cars, LRVs) have an expected life-span of 30 years, 
and the Scarborough RT trains are nearing the end 
of their 30-year life cycle. Clearly, the line needs to 
be replaced and capacity increased.

That's why I voted in favour of extending the Bloor-
Danforth subway up to the McCowan Road and 
Sheppard Avenue East intersection. The subway 
extension will add three new stations, Lawrence East 
(at the Scarborough Hospital), Scarborough Centre 
and Sheppard East, to the network and can carry 
upwards of 14,000 pphpd when it opens in 2023.  

Above:  The proposed extension of the Bloor-Danforth subway line will add three 
new stations in Scarborough:  Lawrence East, Scarborough Centre and Sheppard 
East.  The latter station will be located in Ward 41.  Photo credit:  Richard Sunichura.

Distracted Driving:  Legislation Changes in the Works
Distracted driving encompasses any activity that takes  the motorist's 
attention off the road and distracts the driver. Ontario banned 
distracted driving in 2009 because police officers were seeing an 
increase in the number of traffic accidents that were caused by 
drivers who were not paying attention to the road. 

Police forces across the province have been enforcing the law since 
2010 by issuing fines to distracted drivers. Fines for distracted 
driving currently range from $60 to $500 while set fines are $155. 
 
In August of this  year, a cube van collided with a TTC bus that was 
stopped at a red light at Middlefield Rd. and Steeles Ave. E.  
According to the media, the truck driver may have been using his 
cellular phone at the time of the accident. One Scarborough resident 
was killed in that avoidable tragedy while 9 others were hospitalized.  

An Ontario Provincial Police report states that distracted driving is  a 
factor in 30% to 50% of all traffic collisions province-wide.  Motorists 
who talk on their mobile phones while driving are 4- to 5-times more 
likely to be involved in automobile collisions whereas drivers  who 

text and drive are 23-times more likely to be involved in a traffic 
accident.  Ontario is one of the few jurisdictions in Canada where 
drivers do not lose demerit points if convicted of a distracted driving 
offense – but that is about to change.

Bill 116, the Manoranjana Kanagasabapathy Act, was introduced in 
the Ontario Legislature.  The aim of this Private Member's  Bill is  to 
increase the penalty for drivers  convicted of distracted driving.  The 
Bill proposes increasing fines  from a range of $60 to $500 to a new, 
higher range of $300 to $700.  This  amendment of the Highway 
Traffic Act will also cost convicted distracted drivers 3 demerit 
points.  Losing demerit points would result in convicted distracted 
drivers paying higher insurance premiums over the long-term.

Meanwhile, the Ontario Court of Appeal recently ruled that holding a 
mobile phone while driving for any period of time is illegal and is a 
violation of the Highway Traffic Act.  The best way to avoid being 
involved in a fatal collision is to put your cellular phone away while 
driving and pay attention to the road.  



	

new stations along GO Transit's  Stouffville line that would increase 
GO's service area in Scarborough, providing better transit for 
residents and reduce commute times.  

Since much of the infrastructure already exists, expanded GO 
service would improve transit service in Scarborough more quickly 
and at a significantly lower cost than subways. That’s  why I 
submitted a motion, M41.15, at City Council directing the Chief 
Planner to incorporate the report, ‘A Vision for the Future’ into the 
City’s Official Plan.  I asked TTC staff to work with Metrolinx on this.

The report estimates the total cost of improving service on the 
Stouffville rail corridor between Scarborough and Unionville GO 

Stations (16 km) is $720 million.  By comparison, the cost of building 
16 km of new subways would cost over $4 billion. 
  
GO trains are also faster than subways  as  the 26 km trip from 
Agincourt to Union GO Stations takes 26 minutes by GO train.  The 
same trip takes over an hour using the TTC.  

Currently, the TTC and GO Transit have different fare structures.  
The TTC has a flat rate fare structure that allows transfers  between 
different modes on a single fare while GO Transit is  a pay-by-
distance operator. Fare integration/harmonization is  necessary to 
encourage residents to use GO Transit for long distance trips (see 
article on Presto for more information on fare integration). 

GO Train Service Expansion Will Be Faster, Cheaper than Subways
Metrolinx plans  on conducting an Environmental 
Assessment for the potential expansion of rail service 
on GO Transit's  Stouffville line. This will provide two-
way, all-day service between Union (downtown) and 
Unionville Stations. The GO system primarily transports 
commuters from surrounding cities into downtown 
Toronto.  There is  significant potential for GO Transit to 
provide greater service within the City of Toronto.  

In September of this year, Transport Action Ontario 
released a report titled, ‘Greater Toronto and Hamilton 
Area Regional Rapid Rail: A Vision for the Future.’ The 
report details  the potential of GO Transit's regional rail 
corridors  in providing additional service to commuters in 
Toronto and its surrounding suburbs.  See the report at:  
http://rrr.transport-action.ca/

The report notes that Milliken, Agincourt and Kennedy 
GO Stations receive minimal service as GO buses do 
not stop at these stations. The report proposes running 
two-way, all-day service on the Stouffville line between 
Union and Unionville Stations.  This service would be 
beneficial to Scarborough residents traveling downtown 
because GO trains are faster than TTC routes. ‘A Vision 
for the Future’ also proposes the possible addition of

Above:  Route map for the Stouffville GO train corridor illustrating the possible 
location of new train stations in Scarborough. Photo credit:  Richard Sunichura.

Presto is  a fare card system that was introduced in the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) in late 2009.  As its namesake 
suggests, Presto makes fare payment fast and convenient for 
those transferring between the region's different transit systems. 

Presto will eliminate the need to pre-purchase tokens, tickets or 
passes from multiple transit agencies. Transit users can purchase 
a Presto card for $6 and load money onto it for use on participating 
public transit systems. 

Each user will tap his/her Presto card at Presto fare terminals at 
both the starting and destination stations.  The kiosk will scan the 
customer's card and deduct the correct fare from their account.  

Customers can reload their cards online, by phone or at selected 
retail outlets. Reloading cards can be done manually or 
automatically. The autoload feature reloads the user’s card when it 
reaches a specified minimum balance.

Transit riders who register their Presto cards can have the 
remaining balance on lost or stolen cards transferred to a new 
card within 24-hours.  An additional benefit to registering a Presto 
card is that registered cardholders can incur a negative balance if 
they do not have sufficient funds to pay the fare but have a card 
balance greater than $0.  This can be done for one trip and a fee 
will be applied to the user's account.  This allows the user to travel 
to their destination and pay later when they have an opportunity to 
reload their Presto card. 

The City of Toronto, Province of Ontario and Government of 
Canada have committed $140 million to implement the Presto 
system on the TTC. The transit commission estimates that the 
project will cost $365 million. Once Presto has been rolled out 
across the entire TTC system, tokens and monthly metropasses 
will be discontinued in favour of the new fare card.  Reduced fares 
apply after the 35th trip and fares are free after 40 trips in a month 
for GO commuters using Presto, travelling the same route.

Presto Coming to the TTC

The Role of City Council mandated services  and programs, the City of Toronto generates 
revenue through taxes and user fees. The City also receives transfer 
payments from the Province of Ontario and to a much smaller extent 
from the Federal Government. This revenue pays for the City's 
annual operating budget and some of the capital budget. 

One of the main roles of Toronto City Council under the City of 
Toronto Act (COTA), under section 131(a) is  "to represent the public 
and to consider the well-being and interests of the City". I invite you 
to read the COTA text at www.toronto.ca/governingtoronto/
act_summary.htm.

City Council is  composed of the Mayor and 44 Councillors, elected to 
a 4 year term.

Toronto City, an incorporation, is  responsible for providing services, 
which is done directly through front-line staff and contractors; or 
indirectly through the City's agencies and Boards such as the TTC 
and Police. City Council determines which services the City provides 
and their service levels. It also undertakes policy and program 
development and evaluation. To pay for core and provincially-
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How Traffic Detection Signals Work
The City of Toronto employs two main types of signal operations:  
Fixed Time signals and Detection-Actuated signals. 

Fixed Time signals are installed at the intersection of two major 
roads, and these traffic lights  and pedestrian signals  change based 
on a predetermined cycle time and are not influenced by traffic or 
pedestrian push-buttons.  

Detection-Actuated signals  are installed at the intersection of a 
major road and a minor road.  The traffic signal on the major road 
remains green while the signal on the minor road stays red until a 
pedestrian or vehicle on the minor road is detected.  Pedestrians 
must press the pedestrian push-button. Vehicles are detected on 
side streets by electromagnetic wires embedded in the road, behind 
the stop-line (you can actually see a square on the roadway). I have 
seen impatient drivers pull in front of the stop-line, hoping to trigger 
the green light, but it has the opposite effect. 

At intersections where major streets intersect with minor roads, a 
situation may arise where the side street receives a green light but 
the pedestrian signal displays a "Don't Walk" sign.  This happens 
when a vehicle is  detected on the side street but the pedestrian has 
not pushed the pedestrian push-button.  Pedestrians must press the 
push-button for the "Walk" signal to come on.  The “vehicle-only” 
green light is usually shorter than the “Walk” green light cycle.

Left-turn signals can be programmed to operate at busy 
intersections during rush hours.  Alternatively, sensors embedded in 
the road can detect vehicles in the left turn lane to trigger the 
advance signal. The sensor is embedded two or three car lengths 
back from the stop line, which means only the second or third car in 
the queue will activate the left-turn signal. The same system may 
also be employed for advanced green signals at major intersections. 

In the future, this will change as Toronto is  looking at new pole 
mounted detection sensors and new technology. Search “smart 
traffic lights and use game theory to ease traffic congestion.”

2013 - 2014 Snow Clearing Plan
Keeping Toronto’s roads and sidewalks clear of snow and ice and 
safe for everyone is a top priority for the City.  Our crews and 
contractors have to clear over 5600 km of roads 	  and 7945 km of 
sidewalks, which means snow clearing takes a fair amount of time.  
Here's how our crews get the job done:   

✦Before a snowstorm, the City continuously checks road conditions 
while City staff monitors the weather and pavement temperatures.

✦Prior to a storm, anti-icing trucks are sent out to apply a layer of 
"brine" to roads, which facilitates the anti-icing process.  

✦After 2.5 cm of snow has fallen, crews begin to plough highways.  
✦Main roads are ploughed after 5 cm of snow has fallen.
✦After the snow has stopped falling and there's  an accumulation of 

8 cm of snow on the ground, side streets  are ploughed.  It can take 
up to 15 to 20 hours after a snowfall for crews to clear local roads.  

✦Mechanical sidewalk ploughing begins after 8 cm of snowfall.  
✦Snow removal at transit stops and crosswalks take place after the 

main roads have been ploughed.

City Ploughs and “Ice” Windrows
Cleaning snow off your driveway is a difficult and tiring job. I have 
heard from many of you how frustrating it is when City ploughs 
clean the road of snow pushing it onto your driveways or sidewalks 
creating “ice” windrows. These windrows could block your driveway.  
This  often happens after residents  have painstakingly cleared their 
driveways early in the morning so they can drive to work. I would 
like to hear from you on any ideas or suggestions that may help the 
City solve this problem.

Litter makes our city look dirty and it also costs you, the taxpayer, over $10 million a year to clean up.  While the City of Toronto has earmarked 
funds for litter and waste collection in its  annual budget, everyone has a social responsibility to help keep our communities  clean.  In 2012, the 
City conducted the Toronto Streets Litter Audit.  Here are some of the findings:

Paper and plastic cups comprise a large majority of the waste items being picked up by the city in the "large litter items" category. To reduce 
waste and stop your tax dollars from going to waste, use a reusable travel mug instead. In the "small litter items" category, cigarette butts  are 
the most common waste item. One in five cigarettes smoked in Toronto end up as  litter and they can take up to 12 years to break down. The 
entire cigarette butt does not decompose because the filter is made of thin plastic fibers, which never fully breaks down. If you smoke, use a 
public ashtray.

Toronto’s garbage and recycling bins have lids for a reason – to prevent materials from blowing onto neighbouring properties, sidewalks and 
roads. When putting your bins at the curb, make sure the lids  are firmly closed to prevent your garbage from becoming the community’s  litter. 
For oversized and/or hazardous items, please follow the instructions on the Household Collection Calendar in order to safely dispose of these 
items. Dumping garbage on city boulevards is an offense and is liable to a fine of up to $10,000 for first-time offenders and up to $25,000 upon 
subsequent convictions.  It’s  also illegal to place household garbage in public trash bins  – fines start at $360.  The best way to reduce litter is 
through prevention.

Local litter researcher and anti-litter activist, Sheila White, has founded the Litter Prevention Program. The program’s goal is to raise awareness 
and educate people of all ages about the ill effects of littering.  It teaches residents  not to litter, which saves taxpayers money and is  beneficial to 
the environment.  The Litter Prevention Program has been delivered to a variety of audiences in Toronto such as public schools and community 
associations.  For more information on this local program, please visit www.litterpreventionprogram.com.

Littering:  The Financial/Environmental Cost and Prevention

Rosewood Food Drive
By Courtney Fisher

The Scarborough Rosewood Food Drive (The Drive) is  a door-to-
door food drive that is making a difference by meeting some of the 
needs of food bank users. The Drive is  sponsored by the Rosewood 
Taxpayers’ Association and operates out of Rosewood in Ward 41.

Volunteers distribute notification flyers to residents’ homes, which  
informs them of The Drive’s arrival at their doors the upcoming 

Saturday and Sunday. On Saturdays and Sundays, volunteers go 
door-to-door to collect non-perishable food items to be donated to 
the Dorset Park Community Hub. In October 2013, more than 24 
volunteers collected nearly 3000 non-perishable food items and $40 
in cash donations.

The Drive invites responsible students and reliable adult volunteers 
to join the 2014 Drive.  Contact the Scarborough Rosewood Food 
Drive at rosewoodpayers@hotmail.com or (647) 385-1256 for more 
information.



	

23 Glen Watford Dr.: The City is processing an application from a 
developer's proposal for two apartment towers (31 and 34 storeys 
respectively), a 3 level parking garage and an at-grade, covered 
parking area on this property.  A community consultation meeting 
was held on November 21st for an expanded notification area of 0.5 
km of the site (legislation only requires 120 m).  Details of this 
application can be found at http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/
viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2013.SC26.23.

If you missed the meeting and would like more information or have 
comments on this proposal, please contact my office or the 
assigned planner, Doug Muirhead, at (416) 396-7029 or by e-mail:  
dmuirhe@toronto.ca. 

300 Silver Star Blvd.: Ground-breaking for construction of the 
CareFirst Service Centre occurred on November 9th.

1 Sun Yat-Sen Avenue (north of Steeles, west of Midland):  
Ground-breaking of the new development of Mon Sheong Court 
(Markham) occurred on October 19th.

McNicoll Avenue just west of Milliken GO train track: A proposed 
Bus Depot and Maintenance Yard has been in the TTC's plans for 
the last 9 years.  The Transit Commission held an open house on 
November 27th in Ward 39.

2590-4 Midland Ave.:  The proposed 22-unit development on this 
site was not supported by staff, and the applicant has filed an 
appeal to the OMB. City staff and the surrounding community will be 
defending the refusal at the OMB.

Leland Industries on Commander Blvd.  is expanding.

Chef's Depot at 2900 Markham Rd.:  This food wholesaler recently 
opened in Ward 41.

Over the last 5 months, the Budget Committee has been working 
with staff on the 2014 Budget.  Details  of the 2014 Budget and the 
process can be found at http://www.toronto.ca.

On November 25th, the 2014 Tax-supported Capital and 
Operating Budgets were presented at the Budget Committee 
meeting. The proposed Budget recommends a residential property 
tax increase of 2.52%. This includes a 0.5% property tax 
surcharge to fund the Bloor-Danforth subway extension. A 
breakdown of the property tax impact can be found below. 

Property Tax Impact (%) Residential Non-Residential Total Average
- Base Budget 1.11% 0.37% 0.72%
- New Facilities 0.34% 0.11% 0.22%
- New/Enhanced - $39M Gross 0.58% 0.19% 0.38%
2014 Budget 2.02% 0.67% 1.32%
Scarborough Subway 0.50% 0.17% 0.32%
Total Property Tax Impact 2.52% 0.84% 1.64%

The base increase of 2% is  the same as last year. For the average 
household, the increase in property tax will be $64.  Over 90% of 
the increase in net expenditure is due to police, TTC, fire and 
EMS. Revenue increases are limited by the lowest new 
assessment growth in the last 6 years. The increase will protect 
existing services and fund new infrastructure to meet the growing 
needs and increasing population of our city.  The 2014 City of 
Toronto Budget includes:

✦Improve public safety and emergency response times by hiring 
new paramedics and replace departing police officers  and 
Toronto Fire Services staff.

✦1232 new affordable housing units.
✦Increase emergency shelter funding by 5.3%.
✦Plant 97,000 trees annually.
✦Offer selected free recreation programs at 39 Community 

Centres in total in 2014.
✦Open 3 new Community Centres.
✦Open 2 new libraries:  Scarborough Civic Centre and Fort York.  
✦Programs and initiatives to expand key economic sectors.
✦Reduce gridlock, improve traffic flow and mitigate congestion.

✦Re-build and rehabilitate expressways, roads and bridges.
✦Improve City Facilities for 2015 Pan- and ParaPan-Am Games.
✦Begin planning for Scarborough Subway (replacement of SRT).
✦Increase the TTC subsidy to address ridership and Wheel-Trans 

growth and provide more service.
✦Replace older subway cars (they don't last forever) and buses 

and improve signaling systems.

The Rate-supported Capital and Operating Budgets for Solid 
Waste Management, the Toronto Parking Authority and Toronto 
Water were debated at the Budget Committee on November 12.  
Below is a summary of the budget for these departments.

The Solid Waste Management budget includes a 3% rate increase 
that will help the division maintain waste diversion initiatives, 
improve operations and allow for capital investments (e.g. repair 
existing and build new infrastructure). The budget also 
recommends harmonizing all rates for Agencies, Boards, 
Corporations, Divisions and School Boards  to the commercial rate 
by 2017.

The Toronto Parking Authority Budgets and Plan will contribute 
more than $46 million to the City in 2014.

The 9% increase to water rates, started in 2005, ensures Toronto 
Water can continue to provide quality drinking water and 
wastewater services. The 2014 budget continues to address the 
backlog of rehabilitating aging infrastructure and basement 
flooding due to extreme storms.  

I will be holding two budget town hall meetings, on January 14th 
and 21st, 2014 – see front page for details of meeting.  

The 2014 budget with any amendments will be debated at 
Executive Committee on January 22nd, and then at full Council 
starting on January 29th, 2014.

For more information on the budget such as backgrounders, 
analyst notes  and other materials visit www.toronto.ca/
budget2014.

2014 City of Toronto Budget

Around the Ward and Slightly Beyond

École élémentaire Laure-Rièse:  This elementary school was 
officially opened on November 22nd, 2013 in the Goldhawk Park 
Community. I would like to extend our warmest welcome to 
returning students, parents, teachers and staff.  
Nos écoles sont au centre des nos communautés.


